
Dear Tanmy: 

The p i c t u r e s  a r r i v e d  l a s t  t -eek  w h i l e  I v a s  on j u r y  d u t y ,  snd  t h a n k  yqu f o r  re-  
t u r n i n g  them. T h e r e  was FI l i t t l e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  - I wes n o t  u n s e t  becaupe  I 
knew you v o u l d  r e t u r n  them. I was c o n c e r n e d  b e c s u ~ e  I had n n t  h e a r d  f r m  you be-  
c a u s e  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  you a s k e d  m e  was i f  ynu w r o t e  t o  m e ,  would I v r i t e  t o  y ~ ?  
T h i s  meant a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  m e ,  and  I v o n d e r e d  i f  t h i n g s  were a l l  r i g h t  w i t 5  vnu 
a n d  if you d i d  I n t e n d  t o  write t o  me. I would l o v e  t o  h e a r  f rom yl-u 

A f t e r  you l e f t  a t  C h r i s t m a s  your  Uncle  B i l l  and I t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t ,  and r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  h e  had a "watch cap"  and a  p a i r  o f  f l e e c e  l i n e d  t e a t h e r  g l o v e r  which  would 
have k e p t  you warmer.  We vere conce rned  a b o u t  y o u r  h e a l t h ,  as w e l l  a s  your  
c  omfiar t . 
I have heen  on j u r y  d u t y  t h i s  n a s t  week and i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n o t b e r  f i v e  w e e k .  
It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  I have  met a l o t  nf p e o p l e ,  b u t  b a v e n o t  been enmaneled 
on a j u r y  a s  y e t .  The c n l y  one I have  been  c a l l e d  t n  be p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  em- 
p a n e l i n g ,  where  I c o u l d  have been c a l l e d ,  was fcbr " d r i v i n g  unde r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e "  
a n d  I Eave o f t e n  wondered what  I wauld d o  and s a y  unde r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i f  I 
v e r e  c a l l e d .  I g u e s s  God d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  I am r e a d y  w f t h  t h e  answer  y e t ,  because  
a l t h o u g h  I have  been i n  s e v e r a l  c o u r t r c o m s  d u r i n g  t h e  empanelment -f a j u r y  f o r  
such  a  c h a r g e  (we c a l l  i t  a 502), my name h a s  n e v e r  been c a l l e d .  Twc gen t l emen  
w i t h  vhom I had t a l k e d ,  held l uncheon  and become f r i e n d l y ,  vere empaneled m i t .  

Thi-ngs a r e  gc- ing a l o n g  w i t h  u s  a t  t h e  u s u a l  r a t h e r  i r r e g u l a r ,  u n ~ t e a d y  pace .  I 
am gc;ing up  t o  t h e  AA h a l l  t m i g h t  t - i  a a - t c i a l .  B i l l  does  n o t  l i k e  t n  g e t  o u t  - 
he l l k e s  h a v i n g  c mpany h e r e .  We r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  y u r  v i g i t  w i t h  u s .  

As you prl3bably know, your  g randmothe r  h a s  r e t u r n e d  t ! ~  D e t r o i t ,  b u t  i t  seams n r o -  
b a b l e  t h a t  s h e  may r e t u r n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  i s  n o t  my n f f a i r .  I h a v e  my qvn 
l i ke ,  my Pvn r e ~ p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and n y own nrc3blems. If sFe  doe?  r e t u r n ,  t b - e  = h a 1  
O' c o u r s e  s e e  e a c h  ( . t h e r ,  a n d  I h ~ o e  a l l  w i l l  p w e l l .  

? J w e r ,  v r i t e  pe a  T e e t e r .  It i s  r a t h e r  A i f f i - c u l  t tSr) v r j t e  t q o  much rfght nqv - 
I am Aoi-ng j u r v  d u t v ,  a m  e x p e c t i n g  g u e s t s  f o r  d i n n e r  t m i - g h t ,  a?d t h e  4 w c e  i s  
anyth i .ng  5 u t  r e a d y .  ?Je a r e  g - i -ng  t o  have  salmon a t e a k s  a n d  mached n c ~ t a t ? e c  and 
a  s a l a d ,  and a v e g e t a b l e .  And t1oul.l l o v e  t o  have v w  v i - t h  u s '  

# 

B i l l  i-s f e e l i n g  h e t t e r ,  b u t  is  s t f l l  n ~ t  ea t i -ng  a s  much a?: I v i s h  he would ,  h ~ t  
h e  d n e s t h e  best he  c a n .  Ye h a s  been doi-ng prime w-rk i-n the v a r d ,  s i n r e  we )-ad 
s ~ m e  r a i n .  F'e need  a g r e a t  d e a l  rnqre, 5t1t a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  what t7e r e c e i v e d .  

Tnmmy, t a k e  c a r e  r.f y u r s e l f .  I s h a l l  he  p r a y i n g  fqr y w ,  f -r y ( -u r  g r a n t  t -  he 
g i v e n  if i-t i s  ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  and f c r  your  w e l f a r e  and h a n n i n e s s .  I d o n ' t  4 n m  h9v 
v p u  f e e l  a h n u t  o t h e r ' s  p r a y e r s ,  b u t  h e r e  i s  m e  I l o v e  "DO y o u r  b e s t ,  I ' l l  d o  
t h e  r e s t .  Keep v - u r  h e a r t  ?pen f.*r l o v e .  ~ o n ' t  be a f r a i d  t ?  t r u s t  m e .  I % e a r  
ynu . I V i l l  g i v e  you e v e r y  a s s i s t a n c e  you n e e d .  Don ' t  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
v u r  b e s t .  L e t  Me h e  t h e  judge .  Lnok f q r  me i n  o t h e r s .  Be n u i e t ,  g e n t l e ,  k i n d ,  
t p l e r a n t .  Yr.u are not the c e n t e r  of the .univar;sa; D n n ' t  take. y c u r s e l f  t - -  s e r -  

I I I I i n u s l v .  I love a lot of prayers, and anothe-r is I place myself and  a l l  my 
a f f a i r s  l o v i n g l y  iq ,  the ha,pds of . , m y L ~ ~ ~ w . ! l  -;,zlila6:la6:e t hqg  ..++udes y-lu, hnney,  Y?C 

a r e  n-w, i n  my heal?: i n  the dandb of  ou? ~ a e d t .  GM' b l e s s  and keep  you. 
,/' 



May 12 197'L 
Tommy, dear :  

When I rece ived  your v e r y  welcome l e t t e r ,  I was on j u r y  d u t y ,  and i t  was 
i n  Glendale,  which i s  about  16 mi l e s  from he re . . . I  am behind i n  many of my 
d u t i e s ,  bu t  my l e t t e r  t o  you i s  n o t  a du ty ,  i t  i s  a  p l e a s u r e . .  . i t  was a  joy  
t o  g e t  your l e t t e r ,  and I have thought s o  o f t e n  of what I would w r i t e  a s  
soon a s  I have t iL1e ,  so  t o n i g h t ,  i t  i s  a lmost  11 and I am t ak ing  t h e  time. 

I am p leased  t o  hear  from Eunice Deane, through your f a t h e r  and mother,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  your p l ans  t o  go t o  I s r a e l  a r e  r e a l l y  going t o  m a t e r i a l i z e .  
It m u s t p b e  wonderful  t o  have such a  t r i p  t o  t h e  Holy Land, t o  walk t h e  pa th  
of our Lord and h i s  D i c i p l e s ,  t o  have t h i s  t o  look forward t o ,  and a l s o  t o  
know the  people of I s r a e l ,  and I t h i n k  the  i d e a  of s t a y i n g  i n  a  k ibbutz  i s  
FANTASTIC. I was of course  n o t  aware t h a t  you have r e l a t i v e s ,  however d i s -  
t a n t ,  i n  I s r a e l ,  b u t  I do s o  hope you w i l l  g e t  t o  meet and know each and 
eve ry  one of them. 

Your thoughts abou t  t he  youngs te rs  i n  your A c t i v i t y  Group c a l l i n g  you "Dad" 
a r e  unders tandable ,  honey, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  t imes when youngs te rs  - and we a r e  
a l l  c h i l d r e n  u n t i l  the  day we d i e ,  Need s o  badly t o  have a  s u r r o g a t e  pa ren t  
t h a t  i t  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  a  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  paren t  f o r  you t o  s t a n d  i n ,  i n  
time of need. And sometimes t h e  need i s  n o t  s o  obvious t o  you. Not t o o  
long  ago,  i n  a  moment of s t r e s s  wi th  a  f r i e n d  of mine, n o t  t h a t  much younger 
t h a n  I ,  I s a i d  t o  h e r ,  "Let me be your mama f o r  a  l i t t l e  while", and she 
h a s  t o l d  m e  s i n c e  t h a t  i t  gave h e r  t he  s t r e n g t h  and hope she needed..  .we do 
our b e s t  t o  s h a r e  our  expe r i ence ,  s t r e n g t h  and hope, and our F a i t h  i n  our  
Higher Power, w i th  o t h e r s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  j u s t  those  who b e l i e v e  a s  we do, 
bu t  w i th  a l l  ... my f a i t h  walks t he  same pa th  a s  yours ,  I j u s t  go a  l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t  way, a t  times.. .it a l l  l = a d s - t o  God. Now I sound "preachy", bet 
I do know t h a t  a t  t imes g u i l t  i s  n o t  necessary  f o r  something which i s  good 
b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  prepared to  a c c e p t  a s  good.. .perhaps you w i l l  never  be . .  t h a t  
i s  your p r e r o g a t i v e ,  b u t  t o  l i s t e n  and t o  hea r  may h e l p .  

I n  t h e  s h o r t  time you were wi th  u s ,  Tommy, you were a  b l e s s i n g  t o  u s .  We 
o f t e n  (and f o r  many, many yea r s )  have f e l t  t he  l a c k  of c h i l d r e n  of our  o m ,  

a n d  we loved and do love you. Your i d e a s  about  your showing of love - I 
hope they  never  change. Everyone needs l ove ,  and everyone needs t o  be t o l d  
11 I love you" - even the  most un lovable ,  and t h a t  i s  hard f o r  me, bu t  i t  i s  
God's way, and God's love .  And I cannot always love t h e  unlovable ,  and i t  
causes  ha rdsh ip  f o r  me - Here i s  a  l i t t l e  poem which r e f l e c t s  p r e t t y  much 
how I f e e l  about  i t  - 

Sometimes I d o  n o t  want t o  t h i n k  of God a s  being t o t a l l y  f o r g i v i n g ,  
Because I do n o t  want t o  t o t a l l y  f o r g i v e .  I mean, i f  a ,  person has  
done wrong, he should be punished,  s h o u l d n ' t  he?  E l s e ,  why should 
I bo the r  t o  do r i g h t ?  God has  laws, my reasoning  goes ,  and i f  man 
breaks  them, and God f o r g i v e s  and f o r g i v e s ,  why should the  laws ever  
be k e p t ?  Of w h e t  v a l b d t t y  ar~;~t;bey? Bu,t sane t imes ,  a l i c t l e  b i t  o f  
g race  s h i n e s  in to  my mind, and,-&- .c.xelesILize that the keeping and break- 
i n g  of God'g &a%q age g h e i r  { q q  ~ u q t s h ~ ~ ~ . . g n d  . - r+wslyd., And anyone 
who has  br&en 'h imself  h@lnSt  t he  1-aw%f ' ~ o d h e e d s  a l l  - t he  f o r g i v e -  
nes s  and love I can g ive  him. 



This  w i l l  be a  s h o r t  l e t & g r ,  because i t  is  g e t t i n g  l a t e ,  and I hve a  long  / and r a t h e r  d i f  f Y& dsg 'go&-&. +\ :. aG' aboub. t(lA:&qe+ with !)us - 
I can ' t g e t  B i l l  to t h e  d a c t o r ,  but X -ww my dactor yes t e rday ,  and t a lked  
wi th  him, and h@-.fold me that ,,the gya~ggprns p o i n t  to Bt,JJ, 's:having emphysemia. 
It f r i g h t e n s  me, because your Uncle  w walker's wi fe ,  Goldie ,  d ied  of emphy- 
semia s e v e r a l  years  ago,  and i t  was d i f f i c u l t .  ..T.W. d ied  i n  1966 and she 
d i ed  i n  1972. But the  doc to r  t o l d  me t h a t  i f  B i l l  would n o t  go t o  any doc- 
t o r ,  I must aga in  t u r n  him over t o  God, and l e t  him be. This  I am once 
aga in  doing.  

I f i n i s h e d  my j u r y  du ty .  I d i d  n o t  s i t  on a  j u r y  i n  t h e  s i x  weeks, b u t  was 
c a l l e d  on one which was f o r  "dr iv ing  under t h e  in f luence" ,  and a l though  I 
have been on j u r y  d u t y  s e v e r a l  t imes i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  I hawe never before  
been c a l l e d  i n t o  t he  j u r y  box f o r  such a  charge ,  and I had wondered, prayed,  
and asked f o r  h e l p  i n  case  I should be. Although my f ami ly  and f r i e n d s  a r e  
a  11 aware t h a t  I am an a l c o h o l i c  and i n  t he  program, i t  i s  n o t  something I 
go around a d v e r t i s i n g  (my doc to r  a l s o  knows, of cou r se ,  and through him many 
people have been s e n t  t o  t he  program). Anyway, when I was asked why I was 
a  " t o t a l  abs t a ine r " ,  I had my answer ready ,  I thought -  i t  could be r e l i g i o u s ,  
persona l  o r  medical ,  and a l l  would be t r u e ,  bu t  when t h e  judge ques t ioned  
me, ( a f t e r  s i t t i n g  i n  t he  j u r y  room pray ing ,  and then i n  t h e  j u r y  box pray-  
i n g ,  f o r  t he  words of my mouth t o  be accep tab le  i n  Thy s i g h t ,  0 Lord), t he  
words of t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n  came - I am an a l c o h o l i c .  I was ques t ionedby 
the  judge and the  a t t o r n e y s ,  bo th ,  f o r  about  twenty minutes.  Then, I was 
excused by t h e  defense  a t t o r n e y  - and wondered (even tho I am t o l d  n o t  t o  
a sk  why, j u s t  t o  do) why t h i s  had happened to  me. The n e x t  day I had lunch 
wi th  a  man whose f a t h e r  had been an a l c o h o l i c .  Another day I had lunch ( a t  
h e r  home) w i th  a  woman whoselriusband FiZl-been- an a l c o h o l t r = ~ - t t r s t  man, 
t he  f a t h e r ,  was now dead - t he  second,  t he  wife  had d tvorced ,  bu t  she  had 
c h i l d r e n  who were s t i l l  a f f e c t e d  by the  d i s e a s e  - n o t  having i t ,  bu t  having 
l i v e d  w i t h  i t ) ,  and then a  few days l a t e r  when we were r e l e a s e d  e a r l y ,  I 
was s i t t i n g  i n  my c a r ,  looking f o r  a  meeting nearby,  and a  woman I had never 
seen before  came up and ;as&d me i f  I were n o t  the  l a d y  ques t ioned  by the  
judge and a t t o r n e y s  about  d r ink ing ,  and I s a i d  I was, and she asked i f  I were 
a  member of AA, and I s a i d  I was and was looking f o r  a  meet ing,  and she asked 
"May I go  wt th  you?" So, we went t o  a  meeting where I knew no one when I 
went i n ,  came o u t  wi th  new f r i e n d s ,  and took someone who needed t k s p i r i t u a l  
he lp  which i s  s o  f r e e l y  and l o v i n g l y  g iven ,  and knew why I was c a l l e d  t o  do  
j u r y  duqy on ly  to  s i t  i t  o u t  and t o  be c a l l e d  on a  case  where I could n o t  
s e r v e .  God's ways a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  always s o  c l e a r  t o  me - I f lounde r  much 
o f  the  t ime,  bu t  God's love is t h e r e ,  and h i s  c a r i n g  i s  t h e r e  f o r  us a l l .  

My, how I do go on! I wanted to  sha re  t h a t  exper ience  w i t h  you, and now, 
my dear  Tommy, p l e a s e  w r i t e  when you can,  and I w i l l  answer . . . p  e rhaps  n o t  a s  
soon a s  I would l i k e ,  b u t  a s  soon a s  I can - 
God b l e s s  and keep you, i n  a l l  ways, a t  a l l  t imes.  

Aunt Rotha and Uncle B i l l  

The c a t s  a r e  s t i l l  monsters!  



Mrs. William E. Mackay 
12769 Muscatine Street 
Arleta, California 91331 '1 

D e a r e s t  Tommy: 

I am f e a r f u l l y  l a x  i n  answer ing  your l e t t e r  of  May 2 7 ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  been a  
v e r y  busy t i m e ,  and I have k e p t  p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g  and p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g ,  u n t i l  
he re  i t  i s  t h e  8 t h  of  J u l y ,  and i n  r e  r e a d i n g  your l e t t e r ,  which,  i n c i d e n t -  
a l l y  d i d  NOT i n c l u d e  your i t e n e r a r y ,  I have n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a  where 
you a r e !  T h e r e f o r e ,  I s h a l l  send i t  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  g iven  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  
w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  envelope:  t o  forward  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  and hope t h a t  
sometime i n  t h e  n o t  t o o  f a r  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  i t  w i l l  r e a c h  you. 

A l l  i s  w e l l  a t  9 u r  house.  B i l l  i s  s t i l l  a b o u t  t h e  same - he  i s  perhaps  
l o s i n g  ground,  a  l i t t l e ,  b u t  I keep p r a y i n g ,  and t r y h i n g  t o  do what i s  nec-  
e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  do ,  and a s k i n g  ~ o d ' s  gu idance  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  - he j u s t  
wont go  t o  a  d o c t o r .  

We a r e  busy w i t h  t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  - t h e  t o i l e t  needs  r e p a i r i n g ,  t h e  b a t t e r y  
on t h e  c a r  r a n  down and had t o  be r e c h a r g e d ,  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  was o u t  of k i l t e r ,  
t h e  washing and i r o n i n g  have t o  be done,  and t h e  books r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l i b -  
r a r y ,  and t h e  shopping done,  and e r r a n d s  a t t e n d e d  t o .  It i s  t ime consuming, 
and good t o  be a b l e  t o  d o  i t .  Our f r i e n d  E leanor  who was h e r e  f o r  Chr is tmas  
(a l though  you may n o t  remember h e r )  i s  h e r e  a l m o s t  every  weekend, and l a s t  
n i g h t  I went down and met h e r  a f t e r  s h e  g o t  o f f  work, and we swam i n  h e r  
(apar tment  house )  p o o l ,  and t h e n  had d i n n e r  and p layed p a r c h e e s i .  She i s  v e r y  
l o n e l y .  Eunice i s  h e r e  a l m o s t  e v e r y  weekend, and s h e  i s  l e a v i n g  f o r  Greece 
on t h e  2 0 t h  of  August .  She i s  w e l l ,  happy, and I b e l i e v e  h a s  a  good l i f e .  

I am g l a d  your grandmother  was w i t h  you f o r  a  w h i l e ,  and t h a t  you a p p a r e n t l y  
enjoyed h e r  cooking and I hope hav ing  h e r  w i t h  you. Sometime p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y ,  f a m i l y ,  can be a w f u l l y  hard  t o  t a k e .  I have come t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  wrong w i t h  e a c h  of u s ,  and i f  I can s e e  my s h o r t -  
comings c l e a r l y ,  and spend more t ime a s k i n g  God t o  remove them, i t  w i l l  keep 
my e y e s  o f f  t h e  shor tcomings  of o t h e r s ,  b u t  sometimes - oh, sometimes - t h e r e  

1 I a r e  t h o s e  who a r e  loud and a g g r e s s i v e  peop le"  whom I must avo id  a t  a l l  c o s t s  
f o r  my own s a n i t y .  And I must d o  i t  w i t h o u t  g u i l t  o r  g u i l e .  I f  I remember a t  

a  11 t imes  God is  on my s i d e ,  and on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  o t h e r  e l s o ,  i t  h e l p s .  

So much f o r  t h i s ,  d e a r  Tommy. J u s t  a  n o t e  which I hope r e a c h e s  you - perhaps  
i n  a  remote l a n d ,  b u t  a s  I s a i d  your l e t t e r  confused me - w i l l  you be r e a d y  f o r  
I s r a e l  o r  i s  your Miss ion  somewhere e l s e  - I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  i t  was n o t  - 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of n e x t  y e a r ?  P l e a s e  remember t o  write t o  u s ,  wherever  you 

a r e ,  and i f  you g e t  t o  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  wor ld ,  we a r e  h e r e ,  a ~ d  we love  you. 
/-'-I 

on you - a s  a  f r i e n d  of mine s a y s  "angels  on your p i l low" .  . . . 
Uncle B i l l  

(and of c o u r s e ,  our  n u t t y  c a t s  - how cou ld  t h e y  be o t h e r w i s e ? )  
r n 



/ Here i t  i s  4:'30 t n  t h e  mornidg 

i f  I can . .  . the  c a t ,  the -1ittXe . . - - 
k r  way in - s h e d s o  i s  restless'. ;-.&t h a s  been pour fig r a i n .  We had a drought .  
Now we haw- "big plenty ' '  a s  my moth& used ~o say:  " We Kave Kad -over 12 inches  
i q  -the p a s t  week and expe& a n o t h e r  deluge fornorrow a f t e r n o o n .  ' I' 1 a-y and t h o t  
of- how th ing8  a r e  around here - t h e  c a r  needs  some work an3  I had t r i e d  t o  g e t  
it  done, Sat.\ wibhout success ;  and haveL a n  appoiritrn=nt t o  t a k e '  i t  i n  -tom&row -. 
r i v e r s  of water- in t h e  i n t e r e e c t i o n s  notwithstandjmg. The  h w e  i s  warm and d r p  
We-. don t  have .anything ou t  i n  s h e -  wea ther  which w i l l  bc ru ined .  W'e g o t  t h e  t r a s h  
out  ye s t e rday .  The o ld  dcad tree; whi-ch you probably d i d  n o t  n o t i c e ,  i n  t h e  
"South Forty1$ and wb'ich b.11 had t r i e d  w i thou t  succes s  t o  c h o p  o r  saw down, wa's 
blown d&n 6ne n i g h t  and rest;& very g e n t l y  on the  fence  t h e  ne-xt- morning' - n e a t  1: 
eaten o f f -  a t  t h e  ground, by fhe  gopher which B i l l  has been t r y i n g  t o  t r a p .  .".it i s  
arnaaing how t h i n g s  a r e  taken care  uf-rlwhen'one can-r 'e lax  -and Le t  God t a k e ' c a r e  of 
them.. .wi th  HE i t .  ;was a mat te r -  of p r i o r i t i e s A .  - and t h a t  o i d  tree wa,s,way 
down on t he  aist. As a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  l a s t  s p r t n g  I p lan t@ morning g l o r i e s  
a z b m d  it;- arid xhi i r -  they-d-tch-ot f l x ~ ~ h r i s h ,  t h e 9  dW-gEW,Ya;r?rbe-$iad- ~ ~ w , ; q r p f p y  
l i t t l e  b l u e - . c m s e ~ c l i & l n g ' i t  for'a t ime -... apd t h e  gopher a i d  a good j o b  L. for us- 
t oo ,  whi le  w e  were try.Lng t o  "get him": - - - 

- 
%, - - 

:&our couilin Peverly,onee-removed, whose hasband was p a r s l i z e d  I a a t  smmr whi le  
swimming i n  t h e  Colorado River ,  n e a r  Blythe  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  a o h g  w e l l  - they  have 
fovnd a muscle i n  t h e  abdomen and 'one  i n  t h e  f i g h t  l e g  which respond - h e A i n j u r e d  
s e v e r a l  vcs tabrae-and  t h e r e  i s  a-quegtion ,of h6w m~cFiUdimage was done (h i  has  
had .  surgery) and ..I t h e  prognosfs-Fs  i o a - t h e  sa* a s  be fo re  t h e  Surgery - a t  
t h e  end of 18-months ehey should  know i f  he w i l l  be 2 c o m p l e ~ e I y - p a r a l i p e d ,  ' p a r t i a l -  
paralized, w . c o r n p l e t e l y  we11 e v ~ n t u a l l y .  He i s  hand l ing  i t  as w e l l - a s  can b; 
e t p e e t e d , - a n d - a  l o t  can be expected £?om a young a n d - v i t a l  man such a s  he he i s  
33 rn 34, and &as always been an a t h l e t e ,  a f i n e  c a b i n e t  maker, ga rdene r ,  and 
is  -still i n  bus ines s  f o r  h tmself  as an insurance  W r o k e r  . . . h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  going 
downhi l l  a s  the reswR%f h i s  continuCd absence - he is t h e  o u t a i d e  c o n t a c t  and 

u 

hks pastners t a k e  ca te  of the other -asp-ects of t h e  b u r i n e s s  - s o  Liever lyis-  taking 
t h e  i n su rance  & c a d n a t i o n  t h i s  week and @opes t o  open up ano the r  o f f h e  i n u t h e  
same buPlding a s  Ted ' s ,  and t a k e  hfm i n  - h i s  - wh'ee_lc~a&reaAh day.  and_yith_specig!l 
e q u S i e n r ,  f i x  i t r  i)a h i - can -&@bus ines s  by terephom - she w i l l  have t o  g e t  an- 
OWE o f f i c e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  ( t h e i r s  i a  o k t h e  second) because she cannot 
maneuver t h e  s t a i r  w i th  h i s  whee l cha i r .  SWh-as-courag&,  and he has t o o ,  bu t  1 
suspect- i t  grows t h i n  a t  t imes .  They have -a . l i t t l e  g i r 1 ,  wlio w i l l  be -11 i n  Bay. 
She was h e ~ e  wer the h%?Lidays'-. We lravd n6t seen  Bev and Ted s i n c e  t he  a c c i d e n t  
b u t  Eutvice goes  t o  .see them r e g u l a r l y ,  r akes  our g i f t s ,  and -1% w r i t e  *em. 'I am 
prepar ing  f r u i t  cake s o  I c a n  send one t o  him, a s  he roves them. I made same - 
f o r  Chr is tmas,  but someKm or o t h e r ,  'I did  h o t  have one when t ime came t o  send 
t h e i r  g i f t s .  Also,  I am going t o  have one f o r  J i m  (Roz i s  s t i l l  on her  d i e t  and 
looks wonderful ,  a s  you saw i f  you saw them over the  h o l i d s y a s  .) I b e t  confused 
about  y w  ehi'ldren.st .no t  you, o r  you;' U&le Bob, o r  your Uncle ~ i l ~ l ,  ,or J i m  and 
Roz because rW0w you. But th'e on%s I--have not  met p e r s o n a l l y  - your.m&ther a i d  
f a e h e r ,  the- wives of t h e  o t h e r  b ~ @ ,  tl% o t G r  c h i l d r e n  bf yo r e n e r e t i w  whm 
I have n o t  met - I f i n d  I cmfuse':ypu:'.'.perhaps I should  s a y  hd. 



We had a  good Chr is tmas  and New Years .  A s  u s u a l  we had o t h e r s  h e r e .  Eleanor  
was w i t h  u s ,  and on C h r i s t m a s ,  h e r  two c h i l d r e n  who a r e  15 and 17 were w i t h  u s .  
E leanor  a sked  me t o  $send you g r e e t i n s s  -and good wishes .  ~ a r - h a p s  you remember 
her and  petha'ps you d o n ' t .  s d  i s  the f r l e n d  who s h a r e d  t h e  Chr is tmas  w i t h  us 
t h a t  you -shared  w i t h  us  . . , o r  was C t  Thanksgiving?  I ain hav ing  a  l i t t l e  t roub, ls  
w i t h  my memory, but: am..learil ing t o  l i v e  w i t h '  it.-. . - these t-hings a r e  n o t  t h e  e a r t  
- shak ing  t h i n g g  whieh a t  one t ime I thor t ih t  t h e y  b e r e  ! 

A l l  i s  well 'with u s .  It is .  now q u i e t ,  t h e r e  i s  no r a i n ,  no  wind,  o n l y  s t i l l n e a  
The f u r n a c e  wen: on ,  a n d  t h e n  went o f f  and when it went o f f ,  and Cricke-t  gavg u 
a t  the. door  atld wennt back i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of  t h e  house,  i t  i s  2q s a  q u i e t  
and l o v e l y .  We- a r e  p t e t r y  ^well d n d e r - w a t e r ,  b u t  we-need Y l .  We a r e  t o  have 
a n o t h e r  t e n  days  r a i n ,  and we' may have  ' t r o u b l e s  - t h e r e  a r e  l a n d s l i d e s  and wa& 
outs . .  . b u t  w e  w f l l  survLvC. Eunice and Eleanor  b o t h  c a l l e d  t o n i g h t  t o  t e l l  me 
they were horn and s a f e  and t o  warn me n o t  ' t o  go  o u t .  I had no  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
g o i n g  out .  Am supposed t o  go  o u t  and p l a y - b r i d g e ~ o m o r r o w  night, b u t  the.-£xien 
w i t h  whom pXay."(t wlfosp &mvkt&nt''ke" p l a y )  calfh 'd t o d a y  and I t o l d ,  h e r  t h a t  
i f  .it is a s  bad tomorrow n i t e  a s  t o d a y  % wont be t h e r e . .  She i s  a  new f r i e n d  - 
I have t h r e e  new f r i e n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  program, which i 6  a  r a t h e r  new e x p e r i e n c e  
w i t h  me - e x c e p t  f o r  one I made a t  tE6 jury d u t y  l a s t  yea r f  % r t  i s  a  good ex-  
p e r i e n c e .  I foufld t h a t  only a f t e r  f t o l d k  them of m y  c6mmitmezt t o  t h e  prggrarn, 
which of c a r s @  i s  -mj. p a t h  t o  my God, was I c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  them. I n  r e t u r p ,  
f have l e a r n e d  t h i n g 3  a b o u t  them which mhke i t  e a s i e r  t o  become' f r i e n d s  a t  a '  
deeper -  l e v e l .  The f r i e n d  I made whhn on j u r y  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of my be ing  c a l l e d  
t o  s i t  i~ t h e  j u r y  bdx and be q u e s t i o n e d  on a " d r i v i n g  under  the i n f l u e n c e "  
t r i a l .  I have s e r v e d  on many j u r i e s  s i n c e  1 have been a  member of AA,  but  t h i s  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I have ever  b e e n - c a l l d d  on a  D U ~  c a s e ,  and I had woridered 
what I woufd'do i f  I wefe c a l l e d .  As had happened i n  t h e  p a s t ,  I s a t  t h e r e  
p r a y i n g  t h a r  I could be dbZ6 t o  dd -God's w i l l ,  t h a t  i f  I were c a l l e d  I would b e  
s t r o n g  enough; and -sitre enoug6-of  mp with Cod, t o  do what  I had t o  do,  
and p e t r i f i e d  a t  t h e  i d e a  of expos ing  my a l c o h o l i s m  b e f o r e  a  crowd of people - 
I had had lunch  w i t h  many of them, p layed p inoch le  o r  b r i d g e  w i t h  them, t a l k e d  
abou t  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  day w i t h ,  and even sha red  some p e r s o n a l  experience 's  w i t 1  
.thew; A f i d ~ Z ~ * a : ~ ~ c a ~ & ~ f b e i ~  --d-6utu.-:.I-sat anb pfayed,  and  t l iey ~a-lief 
me ,  and I went up td t h e  j&y bax, s t i l f  praying''i?or Gisdom t o  k n m  ~ ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  
and - t h e  courage  t o  d o  i t ,  and -whert t h e y  asked me :why I d i d  not: dr,ink a l c o h o l ,  ai 
t h e y  d i d  everyone w M  W'raCsed t h e i r  hadd t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  abstinence., .  I 
m e r e l y  s a i d ,  "Because I amhan a l c o h o l i c f 1 . .  . i t  s u r p r i s e d  me a s  much a s  o t h e r s ,  I 
am s u r e .  The judge ,  a woman, q u e s t i o n e d  m e ,  bo th  a t t o r n e y s  q u e s t i o n e d  me - r e  
m y  e x p e d a n c e  w i t h  j a i l 3  (S .havk spoken i n  j a & l s  , have g o t  t e n  people.  ,out o f  jail 
a n d . h  one i n s t a n c e  was the cause' of a  woman going t o  j a i l  - r a t h e r  t h e  i n s t r u -  . . 
m n t  than the  c a u s e )  b u t  have n e v e r  been i n  j a i l .  They, f i n a l l y  excused me - t h c  
d e f e n d i n g  - a t t o r n e y  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  I though t .  Then, l a t e r ,  t h i s ,  f r i e n d  can 
t o  me -(I had been to  h e r  horde f o r  lunch  w i t h  h e r  b e f o t e  t h l s )  anV t o l d  me about  
her husband whcm s h e  had d i v o r c e d  who d r a n k  h e a v i l y  and h e r  d a u g h t e r  abgut  whom 
she  was mnce-med. And a n s t h e r  aian asked  me t o  lunch  and w e  discu-ssed h i s  f a thc  
And m o t h e r  wman d'shre to- my c a r  o n  day when we were rexcused  e a r l y  and asked n 
i-f I were a  member of AA (we d o  n o t -  r fdenkifv  o u r s e l v e s  a s  member of AA unle ss i t  

r L k w f i t i n h  f o r  a miat 
I t o l d  my group - 

is t a g c e  f KO 

-dAsease of here = t h i s '  y-af LW'UU, .  m J k - 1  .YF;ug "4t1 

a l c o h o l i s m .  It was 'a  v e r y  r ~ f i a r d i p g -  -------- 
to-Vknow t h a t  t h e  age of mik-acles f luitfl l  w i t h  I 

Icue%Gnce '- on* a g a i n  it makes mp ,a9 happ 
1s - a s  ibng a s  God i s  w i t h  u s ,  

30 a r e  m i r a c l e s  - 



4s u s u a l ,  any l e t t e r  I w r i t e  of any l eng th  i s  n o t  w r i t t e n  a t  one s i t t i n g  - 
i t  i s  now noon, Tuesday, t h e  sun i s  -shining, a d  a l though  t h e  weather man 
t e l l a  u s  t h a t  ano ther  stozm i s  on I t s  Wy, '&ght  now it  i s  love ly .  The 
p-euera that be-seem to be i n  dfscovd ab- o m  d - e i e a .  - 

Your Grea t -g rea t  Aunt Eunice i n  D a l l a s  c a l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  day,  and she asked 
about  you. I hope t h a t  you w i l l  meet her and Uncle Lynn (Reynolds) whi le  they  
a r e  c i t h  u s .  They: are  l o v e l y  Southern a r i s t o c r a c y  - Eunice,  your Great-aunt  
Eunice,  s ays  t h e y  a r e  r e a l l y  Western, but  Dal las  i s  n o t  a  western  s t a t e  o r  
s t a t e  of mind - .it i s  d e f i n i t e l y  sou thern  - perahps n o t  Southern i n  t h e  sense  
of Georgia o r  Alabama, o r  such ,  perhaps j u s t  i n  i t s  e n t i t y  a s  Da l l a s  - i t  i s  
t o  some e x t e n t  a  s t a t e  of mind. I l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  y e a r s  be fo re  I came ou t  
h e r e ,  and have been back f r e q u e n t l y  s i n c e  and a l though  my s o c i a l  ven tu re s  t h e r e  
have been a lmost  e n t i r e l y  w i th  t h e  ~ e y n o l d s '  and t h e i r  ne ighbors  and f r i e n d s ,  
I d i d  a t t e n d  one l a r g e  AA meeting t h e r e ,  where I spoke,  and I found t h a t  i t  
i s  a p p a r e n t l y  the same w i t h  o t h e r s . .  . i t  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c i t y  and people - and 
I have never  f e l t  e n t i r e l y  c u t  o f f  from them. 

I hope you w i l l  en joy  your t o u r  of Colorado, and we w i l l  hear  from you about 
what you a r e  doing,,and what it i s  doing t o  you. Our r e a c t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  
a s  t e l l i n g  and a s  impor tan t  a  x a c t i o n s  a r e , I  th ink .  
-. - - - --- r--- ----- - $ -- 

- - - -  - 
Dear Great-nephew, I am always p leased  t o  hear from you and s h a l l  look forward 
t o  ano ther  l e t t e r  soon. 

May God b l e s s  and keep you i n  h i s  Grace. .  . 

Rotha and B i l l  
12769 Muscatine S t .  
A r l e t a ,  C a l i f .  91331 

Phone 213 - 767-1874 



Tommy, d e a r :  
9% >& ' *  

\I\ L .- T . . . .  4 . , .>P)' ...> .* 
Your helcome l e t t e r  came . y e s t e r d a y  '- np, I d ~  n o t  a g r e e  t h a t  you a r e  wicked 
and s l o t h f u l .  I- b e l i e v e  i n  a  s t r i c t  p o l i c y  of  f i r s t  t h i n g s  f i r s t ,  and t h a t  
NO ONE can p o s s i b l y  do  a l l  t h i n g s  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  we would have 
them. There a r e  always t h i n g s  which have t o  be d e l a y e d ,  p r o c r a s t i n a t e d ,  o r  
sometimes even junked because  o t h e r  p r i o r i t e s  come f i r s t .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  be 
f e e l i n g  g u i l t y  because  o f  t ime beeween r e c e i v i n g  and answer ing  a  l e t t e r  - you 
a r e  a  v e r y  d e d i c a t e d  and i n t e n s e  boy, and your l i f e  i s  p r e t t y  f u l l .  

I was r a t h e r  concerned a b o u t  your s u r g e r y  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  p a i n .  You did  not  
mention what t h e  s u r g e r y  was f o r  - of c o u r s e ,  I am c u r i o u s  ; i f  you can t e l l  
me. It ~ o u l d  be e a s i e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h e  r e s u l t i n g  p a i n .  
I hope t h a t  by t h e  t ime you a r e  i n  r e c e i p t  of t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  you have found 
some l e t  up i n  t h e  p a i n ,  and a r e  s l e e p i n g  - t ime w i l l  h e a l  t h e  s u r g i c a l  wound 
i f  t h e r e  i s  n o  a f t e r m a t h ,  of  c o u r s e ,  and I s u r e l y  hope t h e r e  i s  n o t .  W i l l  you 
p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know t h a t  you a r e  a l l  r i g h t ? ? ?  O r ,  i f  you a r e  n o t ,  p l e a e  l e t  
me know t h a t  t o o  - 

Aunt Eunice i s  t h e  w i f e  of Lynn Richard  Reynolds.  They l i v e  a t  5207 Milam S t .  
D a l l a s ,  Texas ,  75206. They a r e  a  d e a r  kcoup le .  They w i l l  be 82 and. 8 1  i n  
A p r i l ,  and t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  t a k i n g  c a r e  of themse lves ,  and t h e i r  home. Uncle 
Lynn does  a l l  t h e  d r i v i n g ,  and they have a  t i n y  c a r  (one) g a r a g e ,  which i s  
j u s t  b i g  enough t o  d r i v e  t h e  c a r  I n ,  s l i d e  o u t  c a r e f u l l y  on t h e  d r i v e r ' s  s i d e  
and edge t o  t h e  d o o r s ,  and t h e n  c ' l imb up on - t h e  f e n d e r  o f  t h e  c z r  , s l i d e  over  
and down o u t s i d e  t 'hegarage.  '- And F S l s  s€tll, B t  82, &6ing j u s t  t h a t !  It i s  
amazing. I t a l k e d  w i t h  Aunt Eunice r e c e n t l y  and s h e  s a i d  t h a t  the snow was 
s o  deep t h a t  Uncle Lynn wanted t o  g o  o u t  and s h o v e l  show, and s h e  had persuade  
him n o t  t o .  They a l s o  mow t h e i r  owxi y a r d ,  c u t  t h e  hedges and t r i m  t h e  t r e e s  - 
O r  t h e y  b e r e  d o i n g  t h a t  uhen I was t h e r e  l a s t  which was l a s t  y e a r .  Also ,  they  
a t e  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o v e ,  and a r e  v e r y  a c c e p t i n g  peop le .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  a l s o  
a r e  a c c e p t i n g  :pe6ple ,  Tommy, and I hope t h a t  you k n m  t h a t  B i l l  and I - a s  w e  
a s  E u n i c e  Deane, a c c e p t  and love  you and a r e  g l a d  t h a t  you a r e  our  nephew and 
t h a t  we .kiow you,  

You s o u  nd l i k e  you a r e  d o i n g  w e l l  i n  your m i s s i o n a r y  work. Yes, i t  i s  good 
t o  know t h a t  you have he lped  someone a l o n g  t h e  way t o  a new b e g i n n t n g .  That 
h a s  meant a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  me over  t h e y e a r s ,  even though I r e a l i z e  and acknowle 
ge t h a t  I am o n l y  a  v e s s e l ,  and t h a t  G6d i s  d o i n g  t h e  work, i t  i s  a  wonderful  
f e e l i n g  t o  be ~ o d ' s  v e s s e l .  And I have l e a r n e d  over  t h e  y e a r s  t o o  t h a t  my tirn 
i s  n o t  always God's t ime There are womeri w i t h  whom I have worked, and have 
been u n a b l e  t o  g e t  t o  f i r s t  b a s e ,  who have  been $hewn t h e  way by someone e l s e  
and t h e r e  was a  t ime when I &It t h a t  I was i n a d e q u a t e ,  o r  t h a t  God was s m i l i n  
on someone e l s e  more t h a n  on me, b u t  now I knuw t h a t  God's t ime i s  not  my t i m  
and t h a t  when and how a  person i s  g i v e n  t h e  s u n l i g h t  o f  s e e i n g  and unders tand  
i n g  ( i n  o u r  own s m a l l  f i n i t e  way) God's way, i s  n o t  mine t o  q u e s t i o n .  I f oun 
a l i t t l e  poem many y e a r s  ago  which he lped  me w i t h  t h i s  wheh I was g r i e v i n g  ove: 
someone whom I had l w e d  and c h e r i s h e d  and wanted t o  walk w i t h  me i n  t h e  
s u n l t g h t ,  who 
i t  was s h a r e d  

went: back i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  which I have  s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r s  a s  
w i t h  m e  by a  d e a r  f r i e n d .  



It i s :  Should your b r o t h e r  choose  t o  s t r a y  by t h e  v a l l e y  r o a d ,  
Gjalk w i t h  him a  l i t t l e  way, e a s e  him of h i s  l o a d .  
Should he keep t h e  v a l l e y  r o a d ,  and. shun t h e  mountain a i r ,  
You must g i v e  him back h i s  l o a d ,  b l e s s  and l e a v e  him t h e r e .  

Thank you Tommy f o r  your  b l e s s i n g .  It means a g r e a t  d e a l  to u s . .  . b o t h  B i l l  
and m y s e l f .  I hope t h a t  your l i t t l e  c a n d y s t r i p e r  comes i n t o  t h e  f o l d ,  and i s  
happy. I hope t h a t  you a r e  happy,  a t  peace and c o n t e n t  w i t h  your God, a s  I 
am w l t h  mine. .  . f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g  t h a t  one c a n  g i v e  a n o t h e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  ' 

i s  t o  b l e s s  him and l e a v e  him w i t h  h i s  own u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of God - I have a dear  
f r i e n d  who i s  hav ing  a  , problem w i t h  God. She c la imed t o  b e  an  a t h e i b t  f o r  manj 
y e a r s .  I d t d  n o t  p r e s s  hkr - I never  spoke of i t  t o  h e r ,  b u t  spoke-  a s  I would 
t o  anyone.  She was ha d n g  t r o u b l e  w i t h  money, h a n d l i n g  money, and I t o l d  h e r  
of t h e  m i r a c l e  (one of t h e  many m i r a c l e s  God has  shown u s )  of t h e  l o a v e s  and 
t h e  f i s h e s  a s  i t  h a s  !.(applied i n  my own l i f e  - t h e r e  i s  ALWays enough money and 
I n e v e r  know how e x c e p t  t h a t  I know t h a t  my s o u r c e  is God. She s a i d  I cannot  
s a y  God, bu t  i n  S t a r  world& t h e  movie, t h e r e  was a  FORCE mentionitd - cou ld  I 
s a y  FORCE? I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  God i s  t o  h e r  a  p e r s o n a l  t h i n g  and s h e  can c a l l  him 
anyhihg she  l i k e s  i n  my book,and s h e  s a i d ,  a l l  r i g h t  He  i s  t h e  Force  ( f o r  kGood 
and s i n c e  then s h e  i s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  u i t h  h e r  f a i t h  t h a t  t h e  F o r c e  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  
of h e r  needs ,  and w i t h  h e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  of wa lk ing  *he way s h e  t h i n k s  he would hi 
he r  walk ,  t h e  s i t u a t i c l n  i s  be ing  r e s o l v e d .  T h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  t h i n g s ,  I,.perhaps, bs 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  any human problem which fs given  over  t o  God w i l l  be t aken  c a r e o  
and I am s u r e  you : b e l i e v e  i t  t o o ,  and I hope you a r k  a b l e  t o  p u t  i t  t o  work. 

No, honey, I d o n ' t  knww Kmen.  I have n o t  seen your Uncle B i l l  since he  was a  
very young man - about '  p u r  age - just out  of t h e  B r i n e  Corps ,  g o i n g  home.. . 
I hope t h a t  Karen d o e s - f i d d  her" j p l a c e ,  and I know t h a t  h e r  be ing  i n  touch w i t h  
you i s  a  good t h i n g  f o r  b o t h  of you. 

Dear Tommy, you a r e  s o  young, and s o  d e a r  - t h a n k  you f o r  l e t t i n g  u s  love  you. 

Your l o v  

Rotha Aunt 



I was s o  kpleased t o  hea r  from you, and - l i k e  you - f e e l  a l i t t l e  d e l i n -  
quent i n  r e p l y i n g ,  but  my correspondence go t a l i t t l e  ahead of m e ,  and 
I have been t r h i n g  t o  t ake  i t  i n  sequence. ..I d i d  take  one ou t  of sequence - 
I had a l e t t e r  f r m  your grandmother, and I immediately r e p l i e d  t o  i t ,  a s  
I t h i n k  I a l r e a d y  owed her e l e t t e r  - I look a t  t h a t  row of "Ts" above, and 
r e a l i c e  t h a t  when I was i n  school  we were ve ry  solemnly i n s t r u c t e d ,  when 
w r i t i n g  pe r sona l  l e t t e r s ,  t o  avoid the  pronoun I,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t he  
beginning of -a sentence!  ! 

Eas te r  was love ly ,  except  t h a t  I d id  n o t  g e t  t o  g o  t o  church. , . I  watched 
the  TV s e r v i c e s .  I s tove  i n  the  f r o n t  of t he  Olds on Febrmary 16,  and have 
been without  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s  s i n c e  then.  We have been f o r t u n a t e ,  i n  t h a t  
someone has taken me t o  market every week, t o  meetings r e g u l a r l y ,  t o  t h e  
doc tor  when i t  was necessary ,  and even t o  t h e  l t b r a r y . .  . today a br iend  came 
over  w i t h  her ;two c h i l d r e n ,  7 and 8, and we went ou t  f o r  lunch a t  a Ca r l  Jr. 
which the  k i d s  seem t o  l i k e ,  then t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  and then shopping (market) 
and then back he re ,  and they played w i t h  the mama c a t ,  whi le  t h e  boy c a t  h id  
from then ,  and had a v e r y  p l easan t  af teznoon.  

E a s t e r ,  your Uncle J i m  and Roz and your Aunt Eunice Nut t  were he re ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
E l e m  o r ,  whom you met a t  t h e  Christmas Day a t  our  house a year  ago l a s t  year .  
I could not  g e t  o u t  - ;a  f r i e n d  had taken me t o  market t he  day before  - s o  I 
watched the  s e r v i c e s  a t  s u n r i s e ,  g o t  up and g o t  wi th  t h e  p repa ra t ions  f o r  d i n e r  
q u i t e  e a r l y ,  and we had a l e g  of s p r i n g  lamb, fkrom New Zealand, wi th  gravy 
and mashed po ta toes ,  and vege tab le s  d r e s s i n g ,  and t h e  works. They must have 
-jvcrd. Fhe T66i, because tmz%&i~i'was c i m ~ e l ~  go?res.md-then w e  ked a wary 
q u i e t  and l o v e l y  day. I b e l i e v e  everyone enjoyed i t ,  and I t h i n k  it was one 
of t he  most peacefu l ,  conten ted ,  " f i l l e d  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e "  days I have a v e ~  had. 
There was no f e e l i n g  o f ' s t r e s s  o r  c o n f l i c t ,  and t h i s  i s  s o  unusual  i n  t h i s  day 
of s t r e s s  and con£ l i c t .  Everyone l e f t  e a r l y  , bu t  they l e f t  our house f e e l i n g  
v e r y  f u l f i l l e d ,  and o v e r - f i l l e d  w i t h  love.  

Your grandmother t a l k s  of coming o u t  he re  nex t  f a l l .  I guess  i t  i a  t h i s  f a l l  
now. And J i m  s ays  Bob and h i s  f ami ly  w i l l  be o u t  he re  f o r  a couple of months 
t h i s  summer. Id wonder i f  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o -  come m t  ? How i s  your mission 
coming? Are you happy and f u l f i l l e d  i n  your work, Tommy?. * I  hope you a r e ,  and 
t h a t  i t  g i v e s  you f e e l i n g  of a good job  w e l l  done, a s  I s o  o f t e n  have with  icy 
work i n  t h e  program. My doc to r  (now he i s .  my e x - d o c t ~ r ,  because our  h e a l t h  
in su rance  group des igaa tedcanother  f o r  w ) , c a V d  m e  t he  o t h e r  day t o -  consu l t  
w i t h  ore i n  a "p ro fes s iona l  capacity".  . .one of h% co l l eagues ,  whom Ilmaw, had- 
a p a t i e n t  wi th  @ d r i n k i w  pi.pbLem; and he. bznted t o  r e f e k h e r  t o  &. I hara 
given  him'permission td 86 so ,  and $.d"so ag&ia;. She cal1;d me and I r e f e r r e d  
h e r  &o a -  Eaugle of 'tneetiiqjs and she ; s a i d  she  would c a l l ' &  about i t ,  a f t e r  she 
had a%@&nd&dne. She i s  a medieal  d o c t o r ' s  wife; ' '1 hope she  does. e a l l ' b a c k ,  
but she may n o t .  We do  no t  always know whether o r  n o t  w e  have helped someone, 
bu t  we know t h a t  w e  have p l an ted  a - s e e d - f o r  t h a t - p e r s o n  t o  f i n d  h i s  o r  her way 
t o  a God who is lov ing  and kind,  and who c a r e s  ,'and w h ~  . w i l l  h e lp  i n  'one ' s  hour 
of need. She s &nded s i n c e r e ,  bu t  i n  my beaks of t h i s  s o r t  of th in8 I have 
moments of doub, and- I  r e f l e c t , ' w t t k  more unders tanding on the  c r y ,  'I b e l i e v e ,  
he lp  me Thou, i n  my unbel ie f  ! " This  i s  a ve ry  p a i n f u l  t h ing . .  . 



 ill i s  sbotk- tho same, except  -that ,'&a t i f  i gets s k i n n i e r ,  if ;ea I hod - 

decided t h a t  h e  c ~ u l d  n d t  PUSS1,BLEP ght  zky @inner. e m  still t e k i i g  
up h i s  pants  so he &n keep themeup. Bdt he i s  s t i l l - u p  and around end 
tdkiag c a r e  .of as aiuch azrcnind t he  house- a s  he c a ~ .  . 

I b v i  w r i t t e n  t o  Aunt ~ u n i c e  (Rqynolds) . severar ti& a&i& i t  . ihe  bas 
*plied t o  your l e t t e r ,  o r  .i$ she iS_goidg  tc?, and rbe 'has QOC answerid : 

m y  ques t ion ,  She writes, bu t  dshe. doe& l o t  .say. ,X may be going down tfi@ie 
l a t e r  t h i s  spr fng  - havd t q  g e t  .aqqe kind of t r a n s p o r t & ~ o n  f i r s t ,  m.d i t  
ma.y depend on what it east8  us* t o  do t h a t ,  whether & no t  I r a n  go. .I hope 
I catr go a s  they: are g e t t i n g  'up id -@ars, and I a@ n o t  g e t t i n g  any youjag-or 

You a r e  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  p a r t  o f  t h e  countryh,  I should th ink .  TO+ write  
when you e q ,  and- remember IS i n  _you* -prayers ,  a s  we remember you.. . thank 
you for. the lovey prayer  you s e n t  me  some time ago. 

Cod b l e s s  and keep you, my dear hcphew.. . 
We love 

Aunt Botha and Uncle . ~ i i ~  . ,,- 





t o l d  h2m I would t r y  t o  g e t ,  doyn tqqqy i f  1- c d lge t  , s o m . e p e  t o  s t a y  w i t p L  
~ i l i  h u t  . pwi~  G~ most 0g the night*  ~ l t h  '2 I%$ a ( l . \ $ ~ c  gfiii)rt, (tfyxng t o  d q -  a d  

up t i e  f &id , a6d L 3  coday I dm: b=dt,  B 0  calked- w i t h !  auqib'e 'a$a ~ h &  and, I yillq\ 
t r y -  t o g e t - d a r n  tomofroy.;:! g b + ' s h k J & f 1 . 6 $ ' t h & i e '  -..$' @111:@P i f 'k  Am isle; 

- . -  . J - c - I 1 .' ,.I. r '3 2 ,  ' 2 %  . . r r r r  . < . i 
- 4 1 Dear @;I, io& $&i s; *dig m c h ,  ~ n d " ~  knbi; love-'m&' - okheif t h i *  s doq't 

matter  much, d o  they?  La te ly  I have been rermbering s o  much of our e a r  y 
childhood - l i k e  the*  time we_ sgeng on , ~ r i s c o e ' s  ranch, 

f 
thg t%pe w e r  spe?$ , 

i n - ~ t o k l  iiid'th6"8h&er we- s i n t _ ~ o e l l &  ~ r & h p a  J3FobEi'q w AynttTo% (ina pnclir 
~ o h h  P6 the a h h h a  'wagon hoii  iiaiijr jpebp1eA 39 $& $hipsip: ie,frqlnb n& ,gV 
can say they have made a t r i p  i n  a covered wagon? ~ememb'er o h  going out'and 
c o l l e c t i n g  cow chips  t o  cohk the  d inners  and how-ggod everyth ing  , t a s t e d ?  qnd 
how c lose  the  s t a r s  were? And how the  c o y o t b  howled, and how fou a d ' f k  were 
always i n t o  something behind Uncle John and Aunt ~ e d ' s  backs - and sq i rk ipg , ,  
about how smart we were t o  put something over on them? It seemsqlfo mii- t h i t  we 

E l J  

s l e p t  i n  the  wagon and they  s l e p t  ou t s ide ,  but I am not  surdJ.7 f remember 
1- 

coming home and how glad I was t o  see  T. Walker and I d i d  not k i s s  him because 
he was a t  an age where l i t t l e  boys d id  not  l i k e  t o  be  k issed ,  and how much I 
wanted t o  k i s s  him. I remember our wishing on t h e  f i r s t  s t a r t  a t  n i g h t ,  and 
every n i g h t ,  a f t e r  we had been gone f o r  a very  s h o r t  time, I was wishing t o  be 
home when we waked up, and you went a long wi th  i t ,  although you r e a l l y  were not 
homesick a s  I was, and were r e a l l y  enjoying it.. .you were j u s t  being good t o  
your l i t t l e  s i s t e r .  And the  t i 6 e  t h a t  W i l l i s  boy s t u c k  h i s  "dinkus" thrargh  a 
hole  i n  the barn and w e  were s o  shocked and scared and scared to-tell-mama 
about i t  -'I don ' t  t h i n k  w e  even discussed i t  between ourse lves  - we just ran. 
And the  time we l e t  the  old cow g e t  i n t o '  t he  feed and she foundered, and mama 
had t o  g e t  the v e t  t o  c u t  a s l i t  i n  her t o  l e t  the  a i r  o u t ?  We thought she was 
going t o  d i e ,  and we went and hid...and how you l iked  t o  have your h a i r  wi th  a 
b ig  ribbon i n  i t ,  and would l e t  mama do i t  f o r  you, and I would s q u a l l  l i k e  a 
scalded c a t  when she d i d  mine - but she  d id  i t  anyway. And when we used t o  
play out i n  t h e  woods behind t h e  house i n  Atoka and look f o r  "sheep shallows" 
and e a t  them - they  were t a r t  and green t a s t i n g ,  and we loved them. And TWAlken 
asking mamam one time when she was out  of humor wi th  a l l  of u s ,  and she  sa id  
"I wish I never had t o  hear the  word mama again" and TW s a i d ,  can we c a l l  you 
"Mrs. Hoppy" - f o r  Mrs. Hopkins who l ived  near . .  .and he c a l l e d  Ray Jr. Ray Judy 
and locked himself i n  t h e  bedroom and dressed himself ,  because Ray Judy could.. 
even though Ray Judy was o lde r ,  and he (TW) came out  a l i t t l e  mis-dressed.. .he 
was a sweet l i t t l e  boy and I don ' t  remember being p a r t i c u l a r l y  loving t o  him - 
but I did l w e  him s o  very  much.. .and I dont remember being p a r t i c u l a r l y  loving 
t o you, but  I l w e d  and do love you ve ry  much.. .I guess,  from what Eunice says  
I was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  lav ing  t o  her ,  but I d id  and do love her  very much - l i fc  

; looks s o  d i f f e r e n t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  does 'nt  i t ?  

Opal, I do s o  want t o  g e t  t o  s e e  you. I NEED t o  see  you - t o  t e l l  you how much 
I l w e  you* and how I wish I had no put you away from me when you were here 
before - but t h a t  i s  l i k e  wighing & .were otrongar  , or,, bgtter ,. gr something 
e l s e ,  i n  t h e  -past .  A l l  I can ~ a y ~ . ~ o ~ , , b  .t.hat I xopret_every.  l i t t l e  h u r t  I have 
ever  given o r  done .y~.u, and. tho t W n d  i t  a_U,:.no + t & a + ~ ~ , -  h a t e f u l  the  words 

* % $  , 
o r  a c t i o n s ,  t h e r e  kiii slwsyg chi knowl&dge d " 1 o v e  t h a t  I & g r a t e f u l  f o r ,  an( 
t h a t  I know t h e  same a p p l i e s  to you. Enough of t h a t ,  dear  one. ..I have s a i d  i t*  



. thpt our Lord i s  walking with rncl a s h e  i s  with youE i n  lovin$ comforting , 
-,. -. , d - dr:54 . t>:% - 2 - ... p 1. caking'--' - '  ,. - .. _ - a  
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Dear  dear  Opai: 

My thoughts have been i n  the pas t  f o r  days - a l l  DO YOU NDSMBER??? 

DO you remember the  b e a u t i f u l  blue d r e s s  you had m d e  from the  mate r ia l  Aunt 
Eunice s en t  when you were a b o u t 1 4 ?  Youwere so  proud of it... 

Do you remember how w e  used t o  go ou t  i n  the p r a i r i e ,  you and TW and I, and 
look f o r  flowers i n  the  spring,  and haw sweet the black eyed susams and the 
sweet will iams smelt ,  and a l l  the  o thers  we found which were open only f o r  a 
day or so,  and then closed up, but were s o  lovely  while they were open.. .and 
the  b ig  t a ran tu la  t h a t  we thought was following us one time? And the l i t t l e  
de se r t  animals we found and followed and watched, and never did f i nd  out what 
they werep 

( the cow) 
And Ole Sloppy Slow - you named her ,  because she  was s o  slow and s o  sloppy and 
we were always t r y i n g  t o  ge t  art of having t o  go g e t  her i n  the af ternoon be- 
cause she meandered home so  s l ~ l y  and we had s o  many th ings  t o  do - l i k e  s i t t i n g  
around t e l l i n g  a t o r i e s ,  or funning up and down creek (dry) beds - remember the 
t ime  there was a f l a s h  flood up the  creek somewhere, and i t  Fame down l i k e  a 
r i v a r ,  and we were on t he  wrong s i d e  and had t o  wait  u n t i l  it had gone down enough 
f o r  us qo ckoss? Msma was worried about ua, but she probably d id  not  come looking 
o r  she would have found us - on the  other  s i d e  of the  creek? We had happy timer 
there  on the ranch t h a t  sumner. Grandma came and stayed with us pe r t  of  t he  t i e  
X remcmber . . .although I dont remember much about her - except t ha t  she was "odd". 

-- - -- * - 

I dont remember any chickens, b-I seem to remmber htinting eggs. . .and do you 
rocmember the  de se r t  b i rd  which f l u t t c r e d  along the  ground fo r  a long time and 
w e  nea r ly  burs t  ourselves t r y ing  t o  ca tch  i t ,  and then when i t  got  f a r  enough 
a way, i t  flew away.. .we had found i t s  eggs i n  a nes t  i n  the  ground, and i t  did  

1 a love ly ' job  of ge t t i ng  us away from them...I dont remember many b i rds ,  but I / am sure  the re  were many.. . 
i-- - 

Every time w e  play the old hymns (and w e  do a l o t  now with B i l l  s i ck ,  i t  seems 
t o  r e l ax  him) I am reminded of the  l i t t l e  church - "The L i t t l e  Brown Church i n  
the  Wildwood" is  the  one which brings back €he sharpes t  memories, for  sane reason. 

We were inseparable a s  chi ldren ,  Opal, and I f e e l  a s  c lo se  t o  you now a s  then - 
and we thought l i t t l e  of love or  loving, and were only aware t h a t  i t  (something 
ce r t a in  and sure  and comforting) was there . .  .and t h a t  we were pa r t  of i t ,  and 
dear one, we a r e  s t i l l  a pa r t  of i t ,  and i t  i s  a t i l l  the re ,  warm and sweet and 
comforting. I am glad you a r e  my s i s t e r . .  .I am glad you were given t o  me  a s  a 
s i s t e r . . . I  am g r a t e f u l  f o r  your lwe, and t h a t  I can give of mine t o  you so  
freLly - the  love t h a t  i s  only fo r  you, and could never never  go t o  anyone e l s e .  

You a r e  d a i l y  (and hourly) i n  my thoughts and i h  my hear t .  I hold you i n  my 
prayers ,  and knuw t h a t  God's w i l l  f a  r i g h t  and good, and t h a t  you a r e  i n  hi$ 
1 oving arms. . .haw X w.i%h' 1 'WwTtT @ut''mp' a h d '  ar*&ydu nciw; kina t e l l  you i n  
person t h a t  I -love you - bat- uu-kn&-% %9;ilo 0 9 - 

God bless  and keep you, my dear&% deares t  siidtcr. t" lwi  you. 

Rotha Lee 



. . - - .  
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I have been wr i t in  t h i s  while s t r i  ping the bed nd e t t i n  f e 1 nens i n  
the placMne-*,aniJ t % i s  pass in^^ f wept to, g?t ft i% the bf!! t o b y .  
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. tbt our Lord - ,  i s  , walking with m e  a s h e  i s  with yogd i n  loving comforting - - 4 -. J \I ? ; 4r2a ,  . i:,.- - - d caking:.-'. - -'. ,. 1 
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