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Racial tensions rekindled
Shooting fuels strife between police, blacks


By ALAN WECHSLER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO -- Many thought racial tensions between local black residents and village police were behind them, that forming human rights groups, hiring black police officers and implementing sensitivity training had paid off.
They may be wrong.
The day after Charles Brickhouse, 21, of Middletown, was killed during a gun battle with police, members of the black community have rallied around his death. Wednesday night, at a special meeting of the local NAACP, many still demanded answers.
Others offered only anger.
"If you want my opinion, you handle the problems yourself," shouted Brickhouse's brother-in-law Chris Bickham. "You take it to the street."
The community reacted with fury after they found out Brickhouse was dead Tuesday afternoon, even though he was killed after first firing at – and barely missing – a police officer. After the shooting, more than 50 police officers stood in line to prevent angry friends and family from entering the building where he was killed.
Wednesday night, in response to the outrage, NAACP President Thomas Mack held a meeting in the Neighborhood Facility. Mack, a former police officer, said he believed police handled the situation correctly.
Speaking to more than 60 people in a crowded room, Chief Michael Brennan explained how the events unfolded. How police followed Brickhouse from a shooting complaint to the house at 18 Wood Ave. How police went into the house, talked to residents on the first floor, entered a stairwell, and were shot at by Brickhouse. How one officer fired back, and retreated outside to call for reinforcements.
"I feel the police officer did nothing wrong in his actions," Brennan said, to groans from the crowd.
One person asked Brennan why a dog wasn't sent up the stairway first to see if someone was there. Another wanted to know why someone went upstairs knowing Brickhouse had a gun.
Though Brennan did not answer the question about the dog, he did attempt to explain why an officer went upstairs.
"We had to determine where he is. He could endanger someone else," Brennan said.
Sitting in the front of the room was Brickhouse's mother, Shirley Bickham, and her ex-husband. Sitting between them was lawyer Ambrose Wotorson of Brooklyn, who sued another local police officer in an earlier police misconduct case, and recently settled with the department.
Wotorson, who said he spent the day investigating the incident, gave a speech to the crowd.
"I think you and I know that is absolutely not true," he said, referring to the chief's description of what happened. Wotorson said police had had the dog at the scene early on, and that an officer told a bystander he didn't want to send the dog upstairs for fear it would get shot. Also, he said, a 16-year-old boy living in the first floor apartment asked police if they had a warrant. When an officer told the youth he could get one, but it would be harder on her if they did, he let them in, Wotorson said. When the lawyer finished speaking Wednesday night, he was applauded.
But Shirley Bickham implored the crowd not to be violent.
"We're going to handle this thing the way it should be handled – through the law," she said. The meeting quickly collapsed into bedlam after the lawyer spoke, with Mack shouting for order. Many left with the family, hugging each other.
The village has been troubled by a number of racial issues in the past few years, including having swastikas on police lockers and the beating of a black man in the police department lobby. The beating was later determined to have been motivated by a personality conflict and not by race.
Since then, the department held sensitivity training, hired several minority officers and created several summer bicycle patrols, hoping the increased visibility would lead to better relations. In the past year, even some of the department's biggest critics have praised the changes that have taken place.
One village official, present at the meeting, admitted there was still a problem.
"They grew up not being able to trust the authorities," said Trustee Gary Sommers. "And that's scary. There's nothing you can do to change that."
Times Herald-Record, January 2, 1998
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Troopers take over inquiry
By ALAN WECHSLER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO -- It may take until next week to find out if the bullet that killed Charles Brickhouse Jr. came from a police handgun or from his own .38, District Attorney Stephen Lungen said Wednesday.
Brickhouse, killed during or after a shootout with police Tuesday morning, was examined by a pathologist Wednesday, but results of the autopsy will not be made public until later in the week, Lungen said.
"We have to treat the shooting like any other crime scene," he said Wednesday. "This is a homicide."
Just after 10 a.m. Tuesday, police were called to Wood Avenue when residents complained that a man had fired two bullets into a front door. Sgt. Doug Solomon and two other officers followed fresh footprints in the snow to No. 18.
After conferring with downstairs residents, Solomon went upstairs. While on the stairway, Brickhouse, 21, fired a shot at him. The bullet tore through the officer's pants leg, missing his flesh. Solomon fired two shots back.
That began a three-hour standoff. After Brickhouse's mother spoke through a loudspeaker with no response, police stormed the place. Brickhouse was dead of a head wound; police aren't sure if it was from Solomon's weapon or if it was self-inflicted.
Village police Chief Michael Brennan said he passed the investigation over to State Police because the BCI was better-equipped to handle the case and also so no one would accuse village police of covering anything up.
Solomon began working for the police department in 1988, and was made sergeant in October 1995. Part of his duty is to train new officers.
"He's a good, solid police officer, very conscientious," Brennan said.
A Monticello resident, Solomon is off for the rest of the week, and will seek counseling, Brennan said.
"He seemed all right," Brennan said "I've been in situations a lot less serious than that that have had a serious effect on you. He was very close to serious injury."
Times Herald-Record, January 2, 1998
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Jesse York of Monticello attacks the performance record of the Monticello Police Department under the direction of Chief Michael Brennan, at last night's village board meeting in the Village Hall.


Chief blamed in shooting
But trustees, others back Brennan work 


By ALAN WECHSLER
Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO -- As the family of Charles Brickhouse Jr. prepared to bury their son, a local activist called for the firing of the village police chief yesterday.

Jesse York, president of the local chapter of the Million Man March, said at a village board of trustees meeting that Chief Michael Brennan does not keep control of his men.

York's comments were quickly rebuked by members of the board and the public.

The meeting was the continuation of controversy raised after Charles Brickhouse Jr., 21, died at the scene of a gun battle with police a week ago. Police aren't sure whether the fatal bullet came from a police handgun or was self-inflicted by Brickhouse's own .45. His funeral is 11 a.m. today at First Baptist Church on Liberty Street in the village.

Yesterday, York did not go so far as to call the shoot-out racist. But he did say "bad decision-making" played a part in Brickhouse's death.

"What's it going to take to have change in the police department?" he asked. "Wake up before we have another killing."

In defense of the chief, Monticello Crossroads Coalition member Neil Harris said Brennan worked tirelessly with local youths to help keep kids out of trouble. And Trustee David Rosenberg berated York for calling Brickhouse's death a "police killing."

"(Brickhouse) did certain things that led to his death," Rosenberg said. "My heart goes out to his family…but my heart also goes out to Officer Solomon and his family. By the grace of God, he could have been killed."

Yesterday, District Attorney Stephen Lungen said he would not discuss details of how Brickhouse died until Thursday or Friday. As of yesterday, ballistic reports were not yet available, and Lungen said he will not announce the findings until after the family was informed.

At the meeting, York also complained about a $6.3 million lawsuit filed against him and his wife by police Sgt. Brent Buckles and his wife. Buckles said York injured him by bumping his car into Buckles' knee in 1995. Yesterday, Brennan said Buckles went to see a doctor because of the injury but is now over it.

Meanwhile, across the street from Monticello Village Hall, more than 100 people paid respects to the Brickhouse family at the VanInwegen-Kenny Funeral Home.

In the main room, Charles Brickhouse Jr. lay in his open casket, surrounded by bouquets of flowers. Photos of him with his friends, along with a long-stemmed rose, lay beside his folded hands. A black Nike cap covered the top of his head, the place where a bullet took his life.

"In God's Care," read the inside of the lid.

Times Herald-Record, January 6, 1998
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Family asks for answers
MONTICELLO -- Charles Brickhouse Jr. may have been laid to rest yesterday, but the mystery of how he died has not been.
Yesterday, some members of his family were angered when District Attorney Stephen Lungen told them he would not have information on the bullet that killed Brickhouse until tonight or tomorrow, according to their lawyer, Ambrose Wotorson .
"The family is pressing (Lungen) to release all the information immediately," he said after the funeral yesterday. "We think this delay is causing more upset in the family."
Family and friends began pressing police for information the moment they discovered Brickhouse was dead on Dec. 30. More than 50 officers were needed to secure the crime scene, due to outraged friends who demanded to see Brickhouse's body.
Lungen said the information from forensics was taking longer than expected. He has said he will not release information until all tests are complete and in his hands. "I have everybody working," he said. "We're trying to see everything finished by (Wednesday) night."
Times Herald-Record, January 7, 1998
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Youth warned at funeral
Don't wind up like Brickhouse, reverend says


By ALAN WECHSLER
and APRIL HUNT
Staff Writers 

MONTICELLO -- Amid the rustling of clothing and the crying babies, it was hard to hear some people speak at Charles Brickhouse Jr.'s funeral yesterday.

The Rev. Jessica Pryce didn't have that problem.

The words flew from this preacher's lips for 45 minutes – a eulogy that rattled the speakers and drove at least two women into spasms of grief so intense they had to be helped out. The words were like thunder, like the bullet that killed the 21-year-old man last week, and they were meant to be felt.
"Charles' time was up," she preached. "But, oh, let this be a message to the rest of you. Some of you need a second chanceØ…ØThe best thing you can do for Charles is turn your life around so you don't wind up like him."

Brickhouse died Dec. 30 after a shootout with police. He fired on Monticello Sgt. Doug Solomon in a stairway, just missing his leg. Solomon fired back. Authorities still aren't sure if Brickhouse was killed by a police bullet or committed suicide with his own .38-caliber handgun.

At the time of the shooting, there was outrage. Yesterday, there was only sadness and memories. Police described him as a dangerous man who was wanted for robbery. But family and friends yesterday remembered him as a man who smiled more than he frowned, who made sure his kid sister wore the right clothing when she went out and made sure she got home before curfew.

And in the end, someone who could pack a church after his violent demise.

"He was my idol,'' said Derrick Brickhouse, his 12-year-old brother. "I'll miss him.''

More than 250 people came to the First Baptist Church, a crowd so large even folding chairs set up in the aisle could not accommodate everyone. Family sat up front. Toward the back, friends of Brickhouse sat in small groups, casually dressed in sneakers, gold chains and outfits of Adidas or Tommy Hilfiger. Six friends, who identified themselves as fellow "thugs," wore black hooded sweatshirts to show their sorrow. Ushers walked up and down the rows, handing out much-needed tissues.

The two-hour service began with song, some sung by weeping members of Brickhouse's family. Others read poetry, including younger brother Charles Anthony Brickhouse and the deceased's girlfriend, Jane Gold of Ferndale. She was one of three of his friends to get a tattoo in his honor – a symbol for "destiny," with the name "Charles" on top.

"Your face is one I see everyday," she read. "Why did God have to take you away from me?"
Tears flowed even more freely when family friend Elaine Williams read cards sent to the family after his death, or when Brickhouse's cousin Tahisha McGinnis sang a solo: "I sing because I'm happy/I sing because I'm free."

But it was the Rev. Pryce, of the Agape Love Prayer Tabernacle in Middletown, who drove home the fact that a young man was dead.

Babies, she called the dozens and dozens of teen-agers in the audience. Babies who were concerned only with having gold chains and low-slung jeans, a beautiful body or a shiny handgun. 

"(Brickhouse) didn't get up to be shot in the head," she said. "But he's gone. Somebody says, 'I'm too young to die.' But I want you to know, death knows no age. I just want you to know, you're not too young."

At the very end of the service, she asked all young people to stand and come forward. They came, in their leather jackets and gold chains, with heads bowed and cheeks damp.

After the funeral, the crowd drove in a broken procession to nearby Rock Ridge Cemetery for the burial. With no police on hand, members of the congregation helped direct traffic. Contacted later, Chief Michael Brennan said police would have been available, but had not been contacted.

On the muddy, slushy ground, friends and family said their last good-byes to Brickhouse. One by one, they dropped red and white carnations on his casket. And the father, Charles Brickhouse Sr., who seemed so strong in the hours and days after his son's death last week, simply crouched down with his forehead resting against the wooden box, eyes closed.
Times Herald-Record, January 7, 1998
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One dead, another injured...

Police shoot at two armed gunmen in Monticello

By TOM RUE

MONTICELLO - Unrelated police-involved shootings left one man dead and another in critical condition last week.
Douglas J. LePera, 31, of 11 Rose Tree Acres on Anawana Lake Rd. was shot on December 27 by Dep. Donald Scribner after Scribner came to the bungalow colony in response to a report of a man threatening other residents with a weapon.
When LePera refused repeated requests to lower a loaded rifle pointed at his stomach, Scribner fired and disarmed him. LePera was hospitalized at Community General Hospital.
Undersheriff Dan Hogue called the incident "a righteous shooting."
When the second incident, which occurred on December 30, ended, Charles S. Brickhouse Jr., 21, lay dead. The incident aroused anger in the black community.
Brickhouse was allegedly tracked from the scene of an attempted robbery.
Ballistics testing, expected to confirm whether the bullet was fired by police Solomon or by a perhaps desperate, depressed Brickhouse, was not available on Monday, according to the District Attorney's office.
"Information will be released when the time is appropriate," an employee at the DA's office said on Monday morning.

A mostly black audience of 75 or more packed the basement of the Monticello Neighborhood Facility on a frigid New Years Eve, the night after the shooting. NAACP president Thomas Mack led the discussion.

Chief Michael Brennan told what he knew about the events which led up to Brickhouse's death. Brennan, who was at training for several months at the FBI Academy, graduated on Dec. 12 and recently returned, he said.
In the late morning of Dec. 30, Brennan said, two reports were received that shots had been fired at 42 Wood Ave. One caller said bullets had come through his door. That individual was arrested two days later, at Broadway bar, for criminal sale of a controlled substance.
Lt. William Lazarus, Solomon, and Officer Ronald Lindholm responded, Brennan went on. Upon arriving, they were reportedly told that the shooter had left on foot, toward Monticello St. Officers followed the suspect's steps in the fresh snow, to 18 Wood Ave.
A trail of wet prints led to an upstairs apartment, Brennan said. Solomon yelled, "If you're up there come on down!" Getting no response, Solomon proceeded up the stairs, weapon drawn, Brennan said.
Suddenly the young man ducked from around a corner and fired. Solomon returned two shots, which Brennan said is consistent with police training.
Then all was quiet.
Solomon exited, radioed headquarters that the suspect had shot at him and asked for backup. Lindholm circled to the rear of the house while Solomon stayed out front, Brennan said.
Solomon later found that one of the bullets had passed through the fabric of his trousers by his upper thigh. "For some reason it didn't hit him. I still can't understand why it didn't hit him. It was miraculous," Brennan said.
Brickhouse's mother, Shirley Bickham of Middletown, pled through a bullhorn for her son to come out. He didn't answer.
After several hours, still believing Brickhouse might be barricaded in the upper floor, police in flack-jackets broke in and found him dead in a bathroom, gun in hand.
A man in the audience asked why a canine at the scene wasn't sent upstairs rather than an armed policeman. Brennan claimed it was still unknown whether there was in fact anyone upstairs. Ambrose Wotorson said he was told by a witness that a police administrator on the scene was asked why didn't he send the dog up. The alleged reply was, "We don't want the dog to get shot."
"The life of a dog is worth more than the life of a black man," a black man shouted. "For the death of my son, I'd murder one of them police," another replied. Rev. Willy Smith of Monticello closed the meeting with a prayer for peace and clear thinking rather than violence.
"I think that the police officer did absolutely nothing wrong in this situation," Brennan opined, adding that investigations are underway by District Attorney Stephen Lungen and state police. Some audience members scoffed at "the white man investigating the white man," as one put it.
Jesse York, president of the Sullivan County Million Man March Community Action Organization, blamed the fatality on Brennan. "It's time for a change. They need to change the chief of police," York exclaimed, as audience members applauded.

    Describing Solomon as "one of the better officers" in Monticello's department, York blamed Brennan for alleged poor tactics in the decision to send Solomon tracking Brickhouse's wet footprints up the stairs. Brennan urged waiting for the results of investigations before passing judgment.
Brickhouse's remains were taken from the scene by VanInwegen-Kenny Funeral Home, which is owned and operated by Monticello mayor James Kenny. Funeral services were scheduled for January 6th at the 1st Baptist Church, pastor Jessica Pryce officiating. Burial was at Rock Ridge Cemetery.
An autopsy was performed at Community General Hospital by Dr. Barbara Wolf, a well-known pathologist, according to Brennan, whom he noted is affiliated with Dr. Michael Badin. Wolf and Badin were among the experts retained by OJ Simpson to analyze a pair of bloody socks and other key evidence in that murder trial, according to court transcripts available on the Internet, where she is described as a criminologist employed by the New York State Police in Albany.
The River Reporter, January 8, 1998
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Ballistics point to Brickhouse

By ALAN WECHSLER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO -- It was not a police bullet that killed Charles Brickhouse Jr. last week, the district attorney's office said yesterday.
Instead, investigators give this account of his death:
After firing a bullet at Sgt. Doug Solomon that passed through the officer's pants, Brickhouse walked into a bathroom a few feet down the hall of an empty apartment. There he sat down against a corner, one leg drawn up against his chest. He fired two more bullets from his .38-caliber Smith and Wesson revolver.
One bullet went into the bathroom wall. The second entered his brain, killing him instantly.
That's the official account, more than a week after the Dec. 30 shooting, based on forensic and ballistic information.
It is not, however, a story the family of Charles Brickhouse is willing to accept, the family said yesterday afternoon after a press conference with District Attorney Stephen Lungen.
"For him to take his own life – no," said his father, Charles Brickhouse Sr. of Beacon. "I don't believe that."
Brickhouse Jr., police said, fired two shots into the door of an apartment at 42 Wood Ave., in what Lungen said may have been an attempted robbery. He then left the scene and took refuge at an upstairs apartment at 18 Wood.
Police followed his footprints in newly fallen snow. After getting permission to search the house, Solomon started upstairs – and Brickhouse fired down on him.
Police surrounded the house, and finally entered three hours later, after waiting for his mother – using a microphone from a police car – to try to talk him out. His death sparked hours of outrage, as local black residents accused police of killing Brickhouse because of his color, and waiting too long to see if he was OK.
Because of the way Brickhouse was found, Lungen said he was not willing to rule on cause of death until all information was available.
"Rather than rush, we decided we should be certain," he said. "At the time of the crime scene, no one could tell."
Yesterday, Lungen spent an hour telling the family of his findings. He then held a press conference, sitting behind a large table filled with slugs, the two handguns, photographs of the scene and Solomon's navy-blue pants, folded over with the bullet holes on top.
Photos showed the holes, caused by Solomon's two .45 bullets, lodged in the wall at the top of the stairs. There was no blood in that area. A .38-caliber bullet from Brickhouse's gun was found at the base of the stairs, Lungen said. Another .38 slug was found buried in the bathroom wall – and another deep inside Brickhouse's right temple, Lungen said.
In addition, independent pathologist Dr. Barbara Wolf of Albany found proof that Brickhouse was shot at very close range. His gun was lying next to his body when police found him crumpled on the floor, but was kicked out of the way by the first officer on the scene. There were no traces of cocaine or alcohol in his blood, Lungen said. But tests are still taking place for other drugs, and police are still investigating the matter, he said.
Ambrose Wotorson, a lawyer hired by the family, sat quietly through Lungen's conference but had a lot to say afterward.
"There are a lot of questions, and the family believes we'll have to hire a forensic pathologist," he said. "This is a family that has had a grave injustice done to them."
One member of the community thinks this is an issue that may not go away. Sharon Miller, a volunteer at Foothills Community Center, was at the scene of the shooting last week. She helped calm angry friends who were shouting at police, and sang church songs with other bystanders.
At first, when hearing that Brickhouse shot at police, she didn't think there had been any wrongdoing by police. After listening to Chief Michael Brennan speak on the issue at a NAACP meeting the day after the shooting, she became more skeptical.
"I don't think this is a black-white issue," she said yesterday. "I think this is a right-wrong issue."
Wotorson said bystanders never heard the shots Brickhouse supposedly fired to kill himself. He said he also believed police bullied Tahisha McGinnis, a resident of an apartment at the scene of the shooting who is in her early twenties. 
Wotorson said police told her it would be much tougher on her if police had to go get a warrant. She eventually let them in.
"There are already grounds for a lawsuit," he said. However, neither Wotorson nor members of the family would say how Brickhouse's death might have occurred, if different than police accounts.
Lungen said the family had never allowed McGinnis to be interviewed by police. But she was cooperative at the time of the shooting, and had not been threatened, he said.
Brickhouse's parents say their son was not suicidal. But Lungen said they've found evidence of a prior suicide attempt. And a number of Brickhouse's friends, after his funeral Wednesday, recalled how Brickhouse told them he thought he would be dead soon.
As for the number of shots fired, Lungen said it's hard for anyone to keep track during a stressful situation.
"The girl was screaming, people were screaming, a baby was there," he said. "You're darn right shots could have been fired without being heard. That's common sense to me."
Times Herald-Record, January 9, 1998
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Primary to pick two for Monticello board

By TOM KANE

Record Correspondent

MONTICELLO -- Democrats will hold a primary on Jan. 27 to select two candidates for the Monticello Village Board elections set for March 17.

Three candidates are running: Thomas Mack, Carmen Rue and Alvin Dumas.

However, if a petition challenging Dumas' nomination papers is upheld by the county Board of Elections, 

the primary won't be held. A decision is expected either today or tomorrow from the board.

The two trustee positions open for re-election are currently held by Gary Sommers and Michael Levinson.

The two incumbents are Republican candidates. Levinson, formerly a Democrat, recently shifted parties.

On Jan. 13, James Hussey, a member of the Monticello Democratic Committee, filed a petition to throw out Dumas' petition on several grounds.

"Dumas' petition doesn't contain the required number of valid signatures," Hussey said. "It has incorrect addresses of signers, was improperly witnessed and improperly filed."

Rue and Mack said that at a previous Democratic Committee meeting in December, Dumas had pledged to support whoever was selected by the committee. When the committee selected Rue and Mack, he strongly objected and then submitted his own petition, Rue said.

Dumas replied that when Levinson switched, he decided that the atmosphere was like a storm cloud on the horizon. "I felt compelled to maintain my candidacy," he said.

Dumas ran unsuccessfully for the Village Board in 1996. This is his second try for the elected post.

William Rosen, chairman of the village Democratic Party, said that he was disappointed with Levinson's switch.

"I guess he didn't want to stand up to the rigors of a primary," he said.

Levinson denied that the primary had anything to do with his switching.

"The two Democratic Committee meetings I went to were unproductive and people were bickering and arguing, so when the Republicans asked me to run I agreed," Levinson said.

Rue, who has lived in the village for 24 years, is active in several community programs like Alternatives to Violence, the American Red Cross and the Federation for the Homeless.

His political experience includes an unsuccessful run for a Monticello school board seat.

"I have attended about 95 percent of the Village Board meetings over the last year, so I'm qualified for the office," Rue said.

Mack, the president of the Sullivan County chapter of the NAACP for 18 years, also is active in the community and has never run for public office.

"I've raised my family here, have been a taxpayer for many years and care about this community," Mack said. 

"I think I have the common sense needed to be a good trustee." 

Josephine Finn is the Democratic candidate for village justice. She will face incumbent Robert Kesten in the March 17 election.

Times Herald-Record, January 20, 1998
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Signatures mean yes for primary

By ALAN WECHSLER

Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO -- Alvin Dumas needed 106 signatures to qualify to run for village trustee this March.

After the county Board of Elections examined his petition, protested by a local resident, its members found he had 126 valid signatures. 

That means there will be a primary next Tuesday to decide who will run on the Democratic line.

 
"Let's go onto the primary," said James Hussey, who protested the petition last week. "That's what I'm looking forward to."

It was a quiet end to an acrimonious time for local Democrats. It started late last year, when village members of the town Democratic Committee decided to endorse Carmen Rue and Thomas Mack for the position. Dumas, who ran two years ago, stormed out of the meeting, outraged he was not being supported a second time. He decided to vie for the Democratic nomination.

 
After Dumas submitted his petition to the state Board of Elections with 232 signatures, his petition was protested by Hussey. Dumas could not be reached for comment last night.

 
At one time, those running in the primary were asked to pay a $200 fee, because under Village of Monticello law the party is responsible for the cost of primaries. After the fee was protested, Chairman William Rosen agreed to get the money another way.

At a meeting last night, the committee voted to borrow up to $1,000 to pay for the primary, which will take place at the Neighborhood Facility.

 
"I don't think there will be an overwhelming amount of people voting," Rosen said. "You'll be pretty lucky 

if 200 people show up."

Times Herald-Record, January 21, 1998
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Democratic primary due in Monticello

By ALAN WECHSLER

Staff Writer

MONTICELLO -- Village election s aren't until March, but local Democrats are getting an early start. Three candidates for the Village Board are running in a primary tomorrow to determine whose name will be on the Democratic line.

Carmen Rue and Thomas Mack have both been endorsed by the Thompson Democratic Committee, which also covers the village. Alvin Dumas, who ran for the board two years before, has not been endorsed. The voting, on machines supplied by the village and town, will take place from noon-9 p.m. tomorrow at the Neighborhood Facility.

It's been quite a trip so far.

Controversy began in November. According to state law, villages cannot cover the costs of primaries, so those expenses are left up to whatever political party is holding them. Democratic Committee Chairman William Rosen first announced late last year he wanted candidates to pay a $200 fee to help foot the cost of the event.

Several members balked at that idea, including Rue, who said Rosen's idea was "extortion." Rosen responded by commenting, "When Carmen speaks, truth takes a holiday."

The assorted players have made up since then, but in the meantime Dumas was bitterly offended when the party declined to endorse him. He decided to run anyway, hoping to win a spot on the Democratic line. A committee member challenged his petition at the Board of Elections, but the board ruled Dumas still had enough signatures to run.

Friday, a smiling we're-all-friends-again Democratic Committee met at an evening press conference in a show of support for Rue and Mack. Rosen said volunteers would help keep primary costs down. "Now there is unity," Mack said.

Dumas, however, wasn't there.

Times Herald-Record, January 26, 1998
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Dumas, Mack endorsed to run

MONTICELLO -- Lacking the endorsement of the Thompson Democratic Committee, Alvin Dumas still received the most votes in a three-way primary for two seats on the village Board of Trustees.

Dumas, with 172 votes, was followed by Thomas Mack with 158 votes and Carmen Rue with 103 votes. 

Rue and Mack were endorsed by the Thompson Democratic Committee, which also covers the village. 

Dumas, who ran for the board two years before, was not. That was a sore point for Dumas, who believed he should have received an endorsement in light of his past experience.

Dumas and Mack will run for two seats in the March election against Republican incumbents Gary Sommers and Mike Levinson. 

Times Herald-Record, January 28, 1998
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Death still haunts village


By ALAN WECHSLER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO -- Charles Brickhouse Jr. died more than a month ago, in an empty apartment on Wood Avenue.
But his ghost will not rest. It walks in the minds of many local blacks, who look to an incident investigators say was a suicide, and see more. They see a village that does not understand their problems, a police department that cannot relate, media that can only sensationalize.
Yesterday night, at a meeting at the Neighborhood Facility, the Million Man March and the Village Board tried to come to terms. To help bridge the gap between black and white; between those in blue uniforms and those in baggy jeans; between those who have power and those who say power is being misused.
The meeting began with discussion about taking care of stray dogs, plowing streets and fixing problems with pavement. There was talk of using the facility for programs for kids, building a $40,000 basketball court for kids to use and having a double-Dutch tournament.
But still it came back to Brickhouse. The district attorney has said the final word: that the 21-year-old man fired at a police officer as the officer came up the steps. That Brickhouse went into a bathroom and shot himself with his own gun.
But that's not a scenario many local blacks, including Brickhouse's family, is willing to accept. And they made that clear last night, as members of the Million Man March and the audience of more than 20, including Brickhouse's mother, questioned the board and Chief Michael Brennan.
"I can't tell you how disgusted I was with what went on," said March Treasurer Vincent Gilmore, who is running this spring for the Village Board as an independent candidate. "It appears to be just one of many incidents that divides the community." 
The Million Man March and some of the audience criticized police for going in too soon the day Brickhouse died, and for waiting too long to check on Brickhouse's welfare. They criticized the board for not responding to the community's outrage. They criticized The Times Herald-Record, saying the paper sensationalized the incident and aspects of Brickhouse's funeral.
And in the end, many still seemed unsatisfied, and it was hard to say if any ghosts were buried last night.
"I thought the reason we were here was to build a better bridge in the community," Trustee David Rosenberg said at one point.
Some say they're waiting to find out how.
"I need to be able to stand here and talk to y'all," MarchSecretary Sharon Miller told the board. "I want to understand you. I want you to understand me."
Times Herald-Record, February 6, 1998
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Green beer and voting booths

By TOM KANE

Record Correspondent

What do you get when you mix politics with St. Patrick's Day?

In Sullivan County, it's village elections this year in Monticello, Liberty, Wurtsboro and Bloomingburg. A quick rundown of the elections coming up March 17 and 18:

 * * *
· Village Board The race features incumbents Michael Levinson (R) and Gary Sommers (R-C-I) facing off against Alvin Dumas (D-I), Thomas Mack (D-I) and Vincent Gilmore, running on an independent line.
· Village justice: Incumbent Robert Kesten (R-C) is running against Josephine Finn (D-I).

* * *
Times Herald Record, February 12, 1998
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Gilmore off ballot, but in race

MONTICELLO -- Village Board candidate Vincent Gilmore was knocked off the ballot yesterday on a technicality.

Undaunted, Gilmore said he would continue in the race as a write-in candidate for the March 17 election.

His petition was rejected by the Sullivan County Board of Elections. He neglected to provide his village address in the required space on the state Board of Elections petition form. He said his address was included on the form, but it was at the bottom next to his signature and the seal of the notary public.
"The form is provided by the state and is self-explanatory,'' said Fran Thalmann, a county elections commissioner. "In the blocks on the top of the petition it provides a place for a few important items – name, position of candidacy, residence. In the space which requires a residence, Mr. Gilmore had entered nothing." That made the petition invalid.
Gilmore's petition was contested by Myrtle McKinney, a village resident.

"This is the first time I've ever run for anything. I don't know all the restrictions," said Gilmore, a Newburgh businessman who was running on an independent line.

The March 17 election is for two seats. Those on the ballot are Republican incumbents Gary Sommers and Michael Levinson, and Democratic challengers Alvin Dumas and Thomas Mack.
-- LEE BOSCO
Times Herald Record, February 19, 1998
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Monticello candidates to hold public forums

MONTICELLO -- Candidates for Monticello village justice and trustee will face off in a public forum at 7 tonight at the Monticello Neighborhood Facility on Jefferson Street. The debate will be moderated by Sullivan County Action Coalition president Cathy Lombardi.

Incumbent trustees Gary Sommers – Monticello's deputy mayor, and Michael Levinson, both four-year incumbents, will face newcomers Thomas Mack and Alvin Dumas on the March 17 ballot.

Vincent Gilmore will attend as a write-in candidate. Incumbent justice Robert Kesten will face Josephine Finn for the bench of the Village of Monticello Justice Court.
* * *

Times Herald Record, March 3, 1998
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Keston, Finn spar at candidates forum 


By TOM KANE
Record Correspondent 
MONTICELLO -- Candidates in next Tuesday's village election faced off last night in a forum sponsored by the Million Men March Committee.
The event, held at the Evergreen Housing Authority community center, featured candidates for two open trustee seats and one village justice position. The latter produced the most spirited discussion.
The justice candidates – Republican incumbent Robert Keston and Democrat Josephine Finn – listed their credentials, but quickly switched into a heated discussion concerning Keston's allegations that Finn, a part-time community college teacher with a private law practice, wouldn't have the time.
At one point, Finn held up a pair of boots and snow shovel, saying, "This is how I deal with Mr. Keston's criticism" – implying she was going to wade and shovel through it. "This (criticism) is personal. I'm running on my qualifications, not on my time. Who's the one better qualified? That's the real question."
Republican incumbents Gary Sommers and Michael Levinson faced off against Democrat Thomas Mack and write-in candidate Vincent Gilmore. The other Democratic candidate, Alvin Dumas, no showed. No reason was given.
The incumbents were criticized for lack of communication with the community and the paucity of recreational activities for youth.
Sommers said organizations such as the Million Man March only held forums when there was a crisis, or just before an election. "We need to reach out more, but you need to hold forums at other times just to let us know what your concerns are."
Mack suggested formation of a citizens committee to review the recreation program and suggest changes. Gilmore said the village's residents should be surveyed to discover their needs. The polls will be open from noon to 9 p.m. Tuesday at the Neighborhood Facility.
Times Herald-Record, March 3, 1998
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Race draws minorities

By LEE BOSCO
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO -- Thomas Mack, Democratic candidate for Monticello Village trustee, stood in the quickly emptying Neighborhood Facility Building Tuesday night – conceding defeat on one hand, a victory on another.
"Black voters in Monticello got involved in this election," said Mack, who is also president of the Sullivan County Chapter of the NAACP. "They turned out in record numbers and made the election closer than anyone expected.
"I was here all day and I watched them come in and vote. When the voters just kept coming in, a lot of people who thought the election was in the bag got awful nervous around here."
Tuesday's village election saw the return of two incumbent Republican Village Board members, Gary Sommers and Michael Levinson, to their seats for four-year terms. Village Justice Robert Kesten was also re-elected.
In addition to Mack, Democrat Alvin Dumas and write-in candidate Vincent Gilmore ran for board seats. Lawyer Josephine Finn, also a Democrat, ran against Kesten.
All the incumbents were white; the challengers were black. The challengers did not make race an issue during the campaign. Nevertheless, it made a difference in the minority turnout.
Tuesday was the first time Cora DeJesus, a 21-year-old Sullivan County Community College student, voted in a village election.
"Black people fought in every war this country has had, so that we can have all Americans can have a right to vote," she said. "It's disrespectful for us to ignore that right."
The Sullivan County Board of Elections records of the past two years show this week's election's voter turnout rivals both 1994 and 1996, both of which included mayoral races. Village trustee and justice races traditionally draw fewer voters.
The closest call was the village justice race, where an hour before the polls closed it appeared to be headed toward a dead heat.
Later the Sullivan County Board of Elections sorted out the numbers and proclaimed Kesten the unofficial winner by a narrow margin. The official results won't be known until all absentee votes are counted. 
Mack said there's a lesson learned from Tuesday's election.

"The residents who voted for me, Alvin or wrote in for Vince Gilmore need to see that we defeated ourselves – we split the vote,'' he said. "In the future we all need to get together with our constituents and maybe just try to run one candidate."
Times Herald-Record, March 19, 1998
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Village elections around the region 

* * *

Village of Monticello
Position Open: Village Board – your-year term
Candidates: Incumbent Michael Levinson, R
Incumbent Gary Sommers, R-C-I
Alvin Dumas, D-I.
Thomas Mack, D-I.
Vincent Gilmore, Independent Party
Salary: $6,042 per year
Polling place: Neighborhood Facility Building, Corner of Jefferson Street and Broadway, Monticello.
Voting hours: noon-9 p.m.

Times Herald-Record, March 16, 1998
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Incumbents sail to victory
Incumbents prevailed throughout Sullivan and Ulster County village elections yesterday, with only one exception.

Voters had to choose in two mayoral contests, three town justice races and a handful of trustee seats. Here's a look at races in the region:

* * *
- Monticello: Incumbents prevailed here – with many saying it was closer than expected, thanks to a large minority turnout.

- Republicans Mike Levinson and Gary Sommers retained their village board seats for two more years. Republican incumbent Robert Kesten was returned to the bench for another four-year term as village justice.

- Democrats Thomas Mack and Alvin Dumas ran for trustee, and Josephine Finn, a prominent local lawyer, was the unsuccessful Democratic justice candidate. 

- Vincent Gilmore ran as a write-in candidate for trustee, but five voters mistakenly voted for him as justice.
- The justice race was being called a "dead heat," early on, but Kesten forged ahead once all the votes were counted. Nevertheless, Finn questioned the results and will most likely challenge them – saying that some of her supporters wrote her name on the ballot and as a result were not counted.
* * *

Staff writers Sandra Frinton, Lee Bosco, Robert Riemann and Tom Kane contributed to this story.
Times Herald Record, March 18, 1998 
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Village mourns the mayor
Kenny wake held in Monticello

By LEE BOSCO
Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO -- The leader of the Village of Monticello is being laid to rest today.
Kenny, and those around him, knew he was ill – for more than six months he battled against the invading malignancy within. Without complaint.

He confided in only a chosen few. He didn't want pity, even when he knew his body had betrayed him and liver cancer would be his end. 

Instead he went about life with a business-as-usual demeanor. As late as last week he attended a village meeting. Clearly to those in attendance, many who declined to comment on the record, he was ill. Kenny fought for breath as he kept his commitment at that meeting Thursday afternoon. 

He would be dead Friday, after being admitted to New York Hospital, Cornell Medical Center in Manhattan.

Jim Kenny had run the funeral home in which he was mourned by more than 1,000 people yesterday. He was 53.

Kenny was remembered last night at his wake inside the Van Inwegen-Kenny Funeral Home, on Broadway of Kenny's beloved village. The speaker, Phil Canaty, a past president of Monticello Firefighters, paid tribute to Kenny's life, spent saving lives as a fireman.

Privately firemen Bob Somers and Art Mapledorm remembered Kenny as "a man who you could count on. Someone you wanted by your side." The pair of firefighters should know – they each spent 25 years fighting fires with Kenny.

Others, not in uniform, remembered his dedication to his family and his community. "As mayor he brought a positive feeling to the village. People are feeling better about Monticello than they have in years," said Deputy Mayor Gary Sommers. 

Kenny was in office for two years of his four-year term. This was his first stint as a politician.
Kenny's father was a respected doctor and surgeon in Port Jervis. But Kenny settled in Monticello to run a funeral home, helping neighbors through the worst days of their lives. In an age when coincidence passes for irony, Kenny was the genuine article. As a funeral director he comforted the families of those his father's profession couldn't save. 

Outside the home, all of Monticello's fire engines and a few from nearby fire stations stood silent – mute testimony to the devotion of their comrade. Inside the home, teary eyed mourners hugged and consoled the family and each other as 125 firefighters paid their final respects to their fallen comrade.
As the firemen retreated to line the sidewalk in front the funeral home, a lone bagpipe player played. The shrill sound peeled across Broadway and echoed down the streets of downtown Monticello. The mournful tune could be heard at the fire station and Village Hall on Pleasant Avenue and bounced off the steps of the Sullivan County Courthouse. Traffic was at a standstill and passers-by stopped and looked toward the funeral home.

According to those who knew him as husband, father, fireman and mayor he may have left quietly, but James Kenny's deeds will reverberate in the lives of the people of Monticello long after the bagpipes' music fades.

The funeral service is set for this morning at 10 a.m. at St. Peter's Catholic Church. Burial will follow at St. Peter's Cemetery in Monticello.
Times Herald-Record, April 7, 1998
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Monticello board to vote on Kenny replacement 


Who will replace James Kenny as mayor of Monticello?

Village Board members will consider that and other issues when they meet next Monday – making up last night's cancelled annual reorganization meeting. It is expected that the board will vote for and appoint a new mayor – and most likely appoint another trustee. 

Currently, Republican Gary Sommers, who was recently reelected to office, is the board's deputy mayor – and is a likely choice as mayor.

Kenny was Republican – the majority party on the board. Sommers is joined by fellow Republicans Monis Brafman and Michael Levinson. David Rosenberg is the sole Democrat.
The new mayor need not be a member of the board, but trustees are expected to consider elected officials for the position. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.m.

Meanwhile, Kenny's death has caused the village government to reschedule a number of meetings and services. 

The planning board meeting for tonight will be rescheduled. 

There will be no garbage pick-up today and there will be no recycling pick-up this week. Village Hall will be closed on Friday in observance of Good Friday.

Times Herald-Record, April 4, 1998
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Not enough flipping for gymnastics

By TOM KANE
Record Correspondent 

MONTICELLO -- Not enough children are getting into the swing of things in the village's gymnastics program, some residents have charged.

And that's irritating to some, who say the fees are prohibitive.

Village officials counter it's an exemplary program that draws from out of the village and, thanks to fund-raisers by parents, has more than paid for itself.

The issue came to a head at Monday's Village Board meeting, when it was announced the program would be moving from the Neighborhood Center to the United Way building at Lakewood and Bushnell avenues. The latter has more room.

The board approved the move under the condition it wouldn't cost the village anything.
"This is a top-notch program that is recognized widely and which brings people into the village from other areas, even Pennsylvania," Village Manager Cheryl Shiber said. "It's certainly good for the village."

The program, which includes classes and a club that competes, serves some 400 children.
The fee for village children taking classes is $45 for an 8-week session; $60 for a non-resident. Club members, who practice more often, pay $70 per session.

Only 23 percent of the children in the program live in the village. Some travel from as far as Hawley, Pa.

"The children from poorer village families can't afford to get in the program which is being funded by taxpayer money," said village resident Betty Friedland.

She said yesterday that the village pays about $47,000 for one full-time coach and several part-timers. The equipment has mostly been purchased by the club's booster club. And last year the village took in more than $51,000 in fees.

"We're examining all our village recreational programs and looking for ways to get scholarships for any of our children who can't afford the fees," Mayor Gary Sommers said.

Resident Carmen Rue said, "The board said they were going to investigate the recreational programs, but they have done nothing.''

Times Herald-Record, May 7, 1998
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Board fires Monticello manager
'No one could work with her' 


By LEE BOSCO
Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO -- In the 10 months Cheryl Shiber has been Monticello village manager, she's made it known she's an avid kayaker.

But evidently she was unable to navigate the treacherous waters of this village's politics. The Village Board terminated her contract Monday evening, citing her abrasive personality and inability to work with village employees.

"During my entire time in my job I received no direction from the board,;' she said yesterday. "All I had to go on was my contract to know what my duties were.

"This was like a lynching. Following the vote, they made me leave the building immediately. And it was done right in front of 40 village employees."

The firing occurred at Monday night's board meeting. 

The first order of business at the Village of Monticello Board meeting was to install new board Trustee Evelyn VanDermark to replace Gary Sommers. Sommers became mayor following the recent death of Mayor James Kenny, leaving a vacancy.

The second order of business was to vote to terminate Shiber's contract, by a 3-2 vote.
"I voted to terminate the manager's $47,500-a-year contract, but it's not like I just walked in and voted. I knew I was the swing vote," said VanDermark. "Ø…Ø I did my homework Ø…Ø My vote was an informed decision."

Trustee Monis Brafman said he, Sommers and VanDermark voted to oust Shiber, while Levinson and Trustee David Rosenberg voted to keep her on.

"There was a whole list of reasons we wanted her out. She didn't want to be zoning officer and refused to negotiate labor contracts, which are both parts of her job," said Brafman. "And she had alienated every segment of the village government. No one would talk to her. No one could work with her."

In February, the board was forced to hold a special meeting with village employees during which complaints about her abrasive personality were aired. Shiber was not reprimanded after that meeting and insists that the board gave her no feedback on what was discussed.

Monday night, Levinson resigned as deputy mayor (but will remain on the board) to protest the way the firing was handled. He, Rosenberg and Sommers could not be reached yesterday.

"I had a personal problem with her, but the way they fired her was very unprofessional,'' said Carmen Rue, a local activist. "It's not the way to handle people. I would never do that, go there and say 'You're fired, get out.' "

The village will continue to pay Shiber for 30 days, but she will not be allowed to return to work.
VerDermark's reinstatement is her second time on the board. Two years ago, she declined to run for a board seat following two terms as a trustee.
Times Herald-Record, June 3, 1998
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Former Monticello clerk indicted on charges of defrauding village 

By KRISTEN SCHWEIZER
Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO -- A Sullivan County grand jury indicted a former village court clerk on charges that she stole more than $25,000 from village court accounts and victim restitution funds during a 2½-year period.

Martha Robinson, a nine-year employee of the village, was indicted on five counts of first-degree falsifying business records; three counts of first-degree tampering with public records; one count of third-degree grand larceny, all felonies, and one count of official misconduct, a misdemeanor.
She was suspended from her job in January. On Dec. 19, three days after money was discovered missing from village bank accounts, Robinson announced she would resign.

In yesterday's indictment, among other things, Robinson is accused of concealing the court's parking fine ledger book and village financial records. She also allegedly wrote false entries in the parking book and court checkbook accounts for parking fines, justice fines, bail and restitution.

Village Mayor Gary Sommers declined to comment yesterday. However, he said the village is considering litigation against Robinson if stolen money cannot be recovered through criminal court.
District Attorney Stephen Lungen said the investigation was a long and extensive one by his office and the grand jury.

"What took a long time is that we needed to have extensive audits done on justice court books. It took an awful long time to reconcile accounts to see where any money went and how it got there."
He said the amount of money missing was significant. A charge of third-degree grand larceny covers a $3,000 and $50,000 range. Lungen said Robinson is accused of defrauding the village of an amount in the higher end. 

She will be arraigned at 2 p.m. today in Sullivan County Court.
Times Herald-Record, June 18, 1998
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Village worker faces discipline after arrest

By KRISTEN SCHWEIZER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO – A 20-year employee of the village's highway department arrested earlier this month for allegedly giving a privately issued village vehicle inspection sticker to a friend now faces formal charges from the village, Mayor Gary Sommers said yesterday.
Bradford Theis, 44, of Bethel, could be suspended in the coming weeks for his July 10 arrest. Sources said he allegedly gave out the stickers on at least a dozen other occasions.
Theis was charged two weeks ago with third-degree forgery and falsifying business records, misdemeanors. 
His arrest came after State Police stopped a vehicle that bore the village inspection sticker, said Kenneth C. Garn, Sullivan County assistant district attorney.
The sticker was traced back to the village and Theis was subsequently arrested.
State Police found the village sticker during a traffic stop set up following reports that several garages were handing out illegal stickers, Garn said.
Theis, who has worked for the village for roughly 20 years, is in charge of inspecting the village's 45 to 50 vehicles and can issue inspection stickers for those vehicles. Two years ago he was presented a certificate of appreciation by the village for extraordinary service on the job.
He is the second village employee in the past two months to be brought up on criminal charges.
Former village clerk Martha Robinson was indicted on charges in June that she stole more than $25,000 from village court accounts and victim restitution funds over a two-year period. She pleaded not guilty. The case will eventually go to trial.
Since Theis' initial arrest, more village inspection stickers have turned up on private citizens' vehicles.
State Police have investigated 12 incidents where he gave out the stickers to private citizens and another nine stickers which are unaccounted for, according to village sources.
Sommers did not discuss details yesterday, but did confirm the State Police investigation and said formal village charges will be logged against Theis in the near future.
Times Herald-Record, July 24, 1998
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Monticello
Design Review member resigns board in protest


A member of the Village's Design Review Board has resigned in protest.

Norb Skalski, a resident of the Town of Thompson who has served on the appointed, volunteer board since it was formed last year, says the Village Board is not cooperating with his board's efforts to control business signs in the village.

His letter of resignation was accepted by the Village Board at its meeting Monday evening.

Skalski accused the Village Board of a lack of leadership, a lack of focus, a lack of enthusiasm towards the design board's efforts and a lack of accountability.

He also claimed former Village Manager Cheryl Shiber was getting some things done, but that all stopped when the board summarily dismissed her recently.

Mayor Gary Sommers defended his and the boards efforts to promote business in the village and to ensure proper business signs.

"We were looking for them to come up with some suggestions," Sommers said. "We weren't going to tell them what to do."

Sommers said Skalski's letter was the first he'd heard of any problems with the Village Board.

"Norb never mentioned once that he was unhappy about anything," Sommers said. "The letter was a complete surprise to me and to the board."
  – TOM KANE
Times Herald-Record, July 29, 1998
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Private Monticello ambulance in the dumps

By KRISTEN SCHWEIZER
Staff Writer 
MONTICELLO – Albee Bockman said he feels jilted by the community he serves.
After a seven-year contract with the village's volunteer ambulance service, Bockman's private advanced medical and ambulatory service was let go without notice.
A White Plains-based service was hired instead last month.
"I'm the local guy, my money goes here in Sullivan County," Bockman said yesterday. He owns Mobilemedic.
He and others brought the issue to the Thompson Town Board yesterday. They were looking for answers to why an out-of-towner was hired over the local boy.
But the answer they got was that it is out of town hands and the decision of the ambulance service.
The Monticello Ambulance Corps is a volunteer service that provides basic medical and ambulatory services to the village of Monticello and the Town of Thompson.

The village provides the service with fuel and a building to use. The town funds the service with an annual $10,500 stipend.

There are two private services in Sullivan County: Bockman's company, Mobilemedic, and White Plains-based Community Medical Transport.

Although the village has made no formal decision, Mayor Gary Sommers has said he prefers Bockman's service. The Monticello Fire Department also uses Mobilemedic on its calls.

Thompson Town Board members said yesterday they will not decide. Rather, they will let the Monticello ambulance group choose.

Bockman said the board's decision has deeply hurt both him and his employees. 

"I'm not being protected by my own government," Bockman said yesterday. It's the town's responsibility, he said, to protect and nurture local business.

That's true, said town board members, but Community Medical Transport hires mostly Sullivan County residents to work here.

Henri Shawn, a lawyer representing the ambulance corps, said yesterday there are other reasons why Community Medical Transport was chosen as its primary provider. 

There's the complaint, he said, that Mobilemedic was taking too long to answer calls. Other times, Shawn said, Mobilemedic wasn't available at all.

Bockman, however, believes the issue is money.

Community Medical Transport provides the Monticello ambulance corps with 10 percent of every payment it receives from insurance companies.

Mobilemedic does not provide any fees to the ambulance corp. It's a practice, Bockman said, he was advised against doing.

In the meantime, Bockman said he's waiting for a call to meet with the ambulance corps to continue the ongoing debate.

"What about the issue of loyalty? After all those years and so much I did for (the ambulance corps), it just seems there's no respect among the younger members serving now," Bockman said.
Times Herald-Record, August 26, 1998
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Town of Thompson, village differ on ambulance crews

Albee Bockman feels a lot better, but he still is not completely happy.
Last week, the Village of Monticello agreed to continue using Bockman's company, Mobilemedic, for advanced life support service within the village even though the Monticello Ambulance Corps changed providers.
However, the Town of Thompson is going along with the Monticello Ambulance Corps decision to switch from Mobilemedic to a White Plains company called Community Medical Transport, and that makes Bockman unhappy.
"I'm grateful for the village's decision but I would hope that town officials would realize that we are a local business struggling to do business here in Sullivan County and that we have served the town faithfully for seven years."
"I voted for Mobilemedic because our village fire department uses them for ALS services," Mayor Gary Sommers said. "If Mobilemedic is good enough for the fire department then who am I to differ."
Times Herald-Record, September 17, 1998
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Incidents damage relations
Recent events in Newburgh and the resulting tension came as a surprise to many. For at least the past decade, relations had been relatively calm between the region's largest police department and its most populous – and most diverse – community.
The same cannot be said for some other communities.
Monticello has had a series of recent troubles that underscored the sensitive nature of cop-community relations. Those troubles include a 1992 police locker incident where racial drawings and anti-Semitic symbols were found on some police lockers. Three officers were suspended.
In 1995, James Tomlinson, a black man, was beaten in a police scuffle, arousing further tensions. Tomlinson wound up in the hospital after he went the police station to pick up his daughter's bicycle. Three white officers were suspended.
Last winter, police were involved in a shootout where a black man wound up dead. It was ruled that Charles Brickhouse Jr. had committed suicide while holed up in a bathroom as he was on the run from police. Some blacks doubted that explanation.
Middletown's most notable incident is fast receding into the past.
In 1986, two white cops who were moonlighting as security guards at a movie theater in the Town of Wallkill got into a scuffle with an unruly Ellenville man, Jimmy Lee Bruce Jr., 20. Bruce died after being placed in a chokehold. Two grand juries absolved the cops of criminal charges and a civil lawsuit was settled out of court in 1992 for an undisclosed sum.
In Kingston, a narcotics detective was tossed from the departmentt two years ago after a recording of him making racial slurs during a private telephone conversation was made public.
In Ellenville the police chief hired in March was forced to resign in June after allegedly making racial remarks about a suspect in custody. Soon after, the village promoted former Deputy Police Chief John Corwin to the top spot.
From staff reports
Times Herald-Record, September 21, 1998
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Monticello volunteer residency mandate spawns controversy

By TOM KANE
Staff Writer 

MONTICELLO – Concern about who should sit on a committee charged with monitoring new business signs has sparked bitter debate among village officials.

Village board member Michael Levinson called Mayor Gary Sommers out of control, and sat in the audience Monday during a heated discussion about the Design Review Committee.

The issue is whether committee members, who are appointed and serve without pay, need to live in the village. Critics of the residency requirement say if outsiders are willing to donate their expertise, the village stands to benefit.

Not so, argued Sommers.

"It's in the village code that members of such commissions must be village residents," Sommers said.

It's a change from what's been practiced. There have been exceptions. No longer, Sommers said.
Two committee members – Stan Raiff of Forestburgh and Derek Dalton of Liberty – resigned last week. Dalton is a designer who has a home in Liberty and a business in New York City. Raiff is the executive director of Catskill IDEA.

The two were upset about Sommers' refusal to officially accept as a member Vincent DiCio of Ferndale, who had been volunteering on the committee.

Sommers, who also is acting village manager, made a motion to appoint Walter Fedun Jr. of Monticello to the committee. The motion got tabled so the board could further discuss the residency issue – but not before the discussion got heated.

Levinson began questioning Sommers about why Raiff and Dalton had resigned. Levinson also noted earlier in the month another member, Norbert Skalski of the Town of Thompson, quit.

"It's a disgrace to reject these people who have great expertise in design and who want to volunteer," Levinson said, before leaving his seat in disgust.

Raiff added: "It's an example of the worst kind of parochialism to pass over people who have credentials and who wish to serve."

Times Herald-Record, October 1, 1998
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Thompson residents may have to be annexed

By TOM KANE
Record Correspondent
MONTICELLO - Twelve Town of Thompson residents who receive water from the Village of Monticello are in danger of having their water turned off if they do not sign an annexation agreement with the village.
The group appeared before the Town of Thompson Board meeting last Tuesday evening looking for help.
The agreement calls for them to annex into the village whenever they sell their property. If they refuse to agree to the annexation, they have the option of digging their own wells, they said.
One woman said she did not have enough property to have a well.
"My property borders the village line on Pleasant Street Extension," said Jim Culligan. "We had an agreement that was set up 16 years ago that ensures us water from the village."
The 12 were all from Pleasant Street Extension but many said they knew people on Dillon Road, Highland Avenue, Liberty Street and Crystal Street who have received notices.
"What they want to do is not legal," said Pleasant Street Extension resident Debra Spear.
Thompson supervisor Tony Cellini said the village could not take such an action without the town's permission.
"We're not about to give it," Cellini said.
Village Mayor Gary Sommers who came in late to attend to another matter before the board said the village was having trouble collecting water fees from delinquent water users.
"This is a way to bring the properties into the village so we can collect what is due to us," Sommers said. "If water users are not in the village, we have no way of getting our money."
"It isn't right that people should get services from the village, like water and sewer, not pay and the village have no way to collect," said village attorney Michael Davidoff. "What is the village to do? We as village officials have to look to the good of the village."
Thompson officials suggested that one solution might be for the town to form a water district for the group who would still get village water. The town would collect the water fees for the village. If any of them become delinquent, the town could put the water bill down as a lien on the property.
Sommers agreed to hold a meeting with Cellini and the protesting town residents to work out an agreeable solution.
Times Herald-Record, December 3, 1998
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Board OKs nightly curfew at request of police chief

Monticello Police Chief Mike Brennan recited a year's sobering litany at the village board meeting last night. Village crime: up. Reports of criminal mischief, primarily juvenile: 230. Reports of disorderly youth: 206. Gang activity: on the upswing.
And then he asked for a curfew, prohibiting people under age 18 from being out on the streets between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. on weekdays; 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. on weekends. He argued, as did many residents present, that it would reduce the crime statistics.
Youths carrying a note from a parent or an employer would not be affected.
Public comment was heated, both for and against the curfew.
In the end, village trustees Monis Brafman, Evelyn Vandermark, and Michael Levinson and Mayor Gary Sommers voted to implement the curfew. Trustee David Rosenberg was the sole vote against. 
Levinson stipulated that the curfew be subject to a six-month trial period. This was written into the minutes and in June the curfew law will be reviewed.
· ANNEMARIE SCHUETZ
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Agreement avoids annexation – for some

By TOM KANE
Record Correspondent 

MONTICELLO – It started a couple of weeks ago when about 30 Town of Thompson residents who receive water from the Village of Monticello were threatened with losing their service if they refused to sign an agreement to annex into the village.

A tentative agreement reached last night could solve the problem for many of the residents. The annexation was the topic of a spirited meeting between the residents, the Town of Thompson Board and two village officials - Mayor Gary Sommers and village attorney Michael Davidoff.

At the meeting, all sides agreed to a solution – the town will form a water district for 18 residents of Pleasant Street Extension, collect water fees from them for the village, and put a lien on those properties that become delinquent.

Village officials had announced late last month they were having trouble collecting on some overdue bills.
"This is a way to bring the properties into the village so we can collect what is due to us," Sommers said earlier this week. "If water users are not in the village, we have no way of getting our money."

The village sent the residents papers to sign, asking that they agree that once their properties were sold, they would become part of the village. 

Many of the residents questioned the legality of the document and called their lawyers and town officials. 
"The village can not force an annexation without the town's permission and we're not likely to give it," said Anthony Cellini, supervisor of the Town of Thompson.

Sommers said the Village Board was willing to accept such an arrangement. The entire Village Board was not present at the meeting so the matter must be taken up at its next meeting.

The agreement will be only for the Pleasant Street Extension residents. Other residents who received the letter were from Dillon Road, Highland Avenue, Liberty Street and Crystal Street. 

They still must agree to the annexation request, village officials said.

"Since these residents are not adjacent to the village they will not be included in the new water district," Sommers said.

Sommers said that the village would hold off on any action for those on Pleasant Street Extension who already signed the contract.

Town and village officials agreed that the new district would be formed as soon as the cost of formation was determined.
Times Herald-Record, December 9, 1998
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Monticello Democrats pick candidate for mayor

Democrats have selected businessman Jeffrey Sternberg to run as their candidate this spring in the village mayoral race.
Sternberg owns the Rental Center on Bridgeville Road. He could not be reached for comment yesterday as he is out of town on business.
Sternberg's nomination was announced by William Rosen, president of the Democratic Party in the Town of Thompson. Village elections are scheduled for March 16.
Sternberg will be running against Gary Sommers, the Republican who is completing the term of James Kenny who died in office. Sommers said he intends to run again.
Also up for grabs this spring is the village board seat held by Evelyn Vandermark. Vandermark was appointed to the office after Sommers left it to become mayor.
Times Herald-Record, December 9, 1998
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