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| FREEDOM IN MEDICAL AMATTERS.
ittty
THE HOMEOPATHIC ASYLUM AND THE
PAUPER INSANE.

To the Edttor of the New- York T¢mes :

In yourissne of Feb. 18 we have read ths follow.
ing: ' Senator Richardson has introduoced a bill to
exempt the Mlddletown Iussne Asylum from the
operations of the Panper Insane bill. This institn.
ton 18 now on o Ubersl paying basis, and the fear
that the pauper insane may encroach upon the con.
fines of wealthy patients who ocoupy two or thres
rooms has led to the Introduction of this bill, whioh,
on humanitarian grounds, ought to be beaten.”

The st; t that exemption from the laws of
1890, or any amendment in behslf of this hospftal,
is sought for becauss of a *“fear” on tue part of the
friends of this institution that the pauper insane may
€ncroach upon the * canfinesof wealthy patients 1s
untrue. No sach fear exists in the minds of the
friends of this hospital, The real object of the pro-
posed amendment to exempt this institution, to a
very limited extent, from the provisions of the law
of 1890 is to secure freedom in medical mattars—
such freedom ag every honest man desires cither in
the government of his own conacience or in the care
of bis body or mind when either may become dis-
eased.

Ti:e proposed amendment doas not relieve this In.
stitution trom State supervision, nor does it interters
in any way with State care for the insane. It simply
provides tor the unhindered admission of cases trom
all parts of the State for whom homeopathic treat.
ment may be desired; and it provides also that tne
rates for board and matntenance of patients shall be
fixed by the Trustees of this hospital. These Trustees
were appointed by the Governor and confirmed by
the Senate, and they are pledged by the provisions
of Chapter 121 of the Laws of 1876 *“.to maintaln the

homeopathio mode of medical treatment in such
asylunl.” They know the urposes of this hosapital,
and are competent to fulﬂlr them.

The Btate of New-York established the Middletown
State Homeopathic Hospital for & specific and
designated purpose, and for seventeen years this in-
stituion has afforded homeopathic treatment to thoae
iusane persons residing anywhere in the Common.
wealth whose friends desire in their behalf the ap-
pitcation of those methods of treatment discovered
and exemplified by Dr. Samuel Hahnemann.

Under the provisions ot a law passed in 1890, the
Stats was  divided iuto as many distriols 28
there are Btate hospitals, (with thres excep-
tons,) and to each hospltal was assigned
a given district composed of certatn desie-
pated counties, The State asylams at Aunburn,
Matteawan, and Ward's [sland were exempted, in
the original law, beoause they were set apart for the
treatment of certain specified classes of the insane.
Under the provisivns of the law of 1890, {nsane per-
sons residiug in one hospital district might be sent
for treatment to u hospital in another distriot **in
the discretion of the Chairman of the State Commis-
sion in Lunacy and the Superintendent of such
asylum.” ‘This" provision of the law has caused
serious delays, In some Inatances, in the com-
mitment of the acute insane to the hospital of
their oholce; and in order to obviate such delays
iu the future, and to place the selection of & hospiral
entirely with the friends or guardians of an insane
patient, and in order to secure the just and eguitable
right of freedom of medical oplnion and action to
oevery citizen in this State, the friends of this hospi.
tal asked for an amendment to the law of 1840.
This amendment provides for the commitment to
this hosgltal of those for whom homeopathio treat.
ment I8 desired ; and it places the regulation of rates
for board aml care of patients in the hands of the
Trustees. Nothing could be more tair and equitable
than such & procedure. The reasons for the amend.
ment are obvious to every thonghiful and unbissed
citizen who has studied the subject.

In asking for this amendnreni we do not ask to be
relieved from State supervision, nor do we interfere
fn any way with the broad and benevolent rinciple
of Siate care for theinsane. On the con ary, we
ask positively, emphatically, and solely for the r{ght
and privilege of attording State care to all the insane
=poor, medium, and rich—whose friends may prefer
for them the homeopethic method of treatment,
Homeopathists do not seek to compel those who pro-
fer ** old school" treatment to be piaced in this hospi-
tal for care: nor do homeopathists wish to be com. |
pelled to seelc permission to enter here from *old
schoul” authorities.

No private patient occuples ““two or three rooms"
fn auy of the wards of this huspital. On the contrary,

" no patient is allowed more than one room in a ward,
and such room is often shared by one of the reguiar
attendants or by unother patient, At the present
time there are 698 patlents upon the census list of
this hospital. Of this nuwber but 23 pay wore than
$10 per week. ‘L'be remaining 675 are elther pauper
or indigent patients or patiern.s paying low rates of
buard.  We bave nearly 200 patients who pay from
$3 Jger Week 10 $10 per week each, and between 400
and 500 who are matntalned by the counties from
wlich they come, Last year thirty-eight of the sixty
counties ol this State were represented in our wards
by patients residing therein. The vast ma orty of
{mymg 'alients would be pauperized in a short time

f comypelled Lo purchase cure in an expensive private

institution. While we o not ob,ect to private asy
lums for the insane for those who wish 1o patromize
them, we do ubject most earnestly and atrenuously to
cowmpulsory patronagoe of private intitutions esab.
lished and deslgned by their propristurs tor the pur-
pose of making woney while caring for the most
elpless heings on earth, to wit, persons who have
been berelt of the use of their reason.

1t1s & strange condition of unairs when the State,
having erected hospitals tor her insane wards, may
direct that the protigate lunatic, whose inyanity is
self-induced, and who has brought upon hunself and
his family buth poverty and disease by the reckless-
Bosy of his mode of ltving, should be placed in & pub-
lic hospital and sgrrounded by every cowfort and
luxary, while the thrifty snd econoinical ciuzen Whe
has accumulated a moderate competence by patlent
and persistent toil is. when stricken with mental dis-
eage and rendered absolutely helpless, compelled to
patronize & private institution, established for per-
subal gain, until his money 18 gone and himself and
his family beggared. Then, when thus despoiled,
bis industrious and usetul citizen is to be placed in
& State hospital as a pamper patient. How much
betler would it be for alf concerned it the State wonld
assist the private cluzen in majntaining Independ.
euce and sell-respect and self-support when hy is
brought to bay by the most disastrous of all known
diseases.

In the three main bulldings at this hospital, now
used for patients, there are 1,147,531 oubic feet of
alr space. This includes hals, day roums, sitting
rooms, and sleeping rooms. Of all thus space ouly
31,561 cubio feet ure occupted by the twenty-thres
patients who puy more than $10 per wevk for board
and care. The balance ot space, namely, 1,116,270
cubio feet, 18 used {ndiscriminately Ly auper and
indigent patieuts, and by thuse paying low rates uf
board, This 18 & plain, practical showing of the
actual condition of aftuirs, and by it you will see that
wealthy patients are not spreading themselves over
5paces that should be occupied LY the poor insane.
It sevms to me that only a very moderate percentave
of 8pace is now being used by thuse who have con.
tributed largely to the erection of these State hos.
pitals for the insaue.

We believe i btate care for the Insane; in State
care for aif the {nsane; in 5tate care fur the acule [n.
sane; in Statecare for the poor; in State care for
thase in moderate circumstauces, and in state care
for thase who have been biessed with opulences, if the
triends of such patients desire tor them treatment in
our State hespituls, At the same time, we do not be.
lisve that it would Le wise to transter from cuunty
insiitutions to State hospitals those who are most
unlikely torecover to the exclusion or vvercrowd.ng
of patients suffering with acute insanity, and who
would be likely to recover if atforded the bencnts ot
State hospital treatment. We are willlug to take all
who need to come, acute and ohronic, as 8oon 4s guf.
ficient room s provided by additional Duﬂdin;l’s, We
seek now by means of wise and equitable laws to
establish the principle of State care in the Middle.
town Huspital for all why may desire homeopathlo
treatment,

‘T'here are, in this State, over 1,000,000 adherents
of homeopathy. As far as we have beeu able to learn,
these atrons of our cause stand s a unit in tavor of
treedom ot medical opinfon and actlon. Al are
stionuous in behalf of tie medical liberties and un.
hampered right of cholce of those who may need
treatient in this hospital. The howoupathists of
this State pay a very cousiderable poriion of tho
taxes. In svme paris of the Ci.mmonwealth more
than 50 per cent. of the taxes are pald by the ad.
herents of homeopathy, consequently it would seem
to the unprejudiced mind that we ave justly entitled
10 at least one hospital of the eight which have been

" ereoted for the jnsane by the gOnerosity of this Cowmn-
monwealth.  The legislators of the State
thought that the appeal of homeopathists
for a State asylum, where humcopathic treat.
ment might prevall, was & just one twenty yoars
ago, and their bellef In the justice of our cause has
been reiterated and emphasized by liberal appropri.
ations made annually ever sines. We know of no
reason for any chunge of a’titude at the present
time. All weask s lair play anda continuance of
the privileges which have been accorded to us, to
which we are justly entitled, and which we hope to
continne to deserve.

We do not wish to interfere with the righta of oth.
ers, nor with the plan of State care for the {nrane,
but we do wish to secure to every resident in this
State the untrammeled apd unhindered right of ad.
migsion, direct and without delay, to this hospital
whenever Lhe necessity of sickness impels commit.
ment to an institution for the insane.

ELDEN H. TALCOTT.
Medical Superintendent.
THE MIDDLETOWN STATE BOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL,
MIDDLETOWN, ORANGE COUNTY, N. Y., Friday,
Fob. 20, 1891.
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